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MOPED GANGS OF NEW YORK 

Brooklyn is home to two pedal-pushing mobs 


You could say they’re born to be mild. 

North Brooklyn’s two moped gangs — yes, 
there are rival groups of men and women who 
sputter around the borough on the rickety pedal- 
and gas-powered motorbikes — have pulled the 
retro rides out of the trash heap and brought 
them to the streets. 

In doing so, they’re more than just getting 
around town — they’re resurrecting the 19708- 
era pint-sized two-wheelers that are common- 
place in Europe but never merged with the Amer- 
ican mainstream. 

Two self-described gangs — the Orphans 
in Greenpoint and Mission 23 in Bushwick — 
spend long hours tinkering on their low-speed 
vehicles, which are powered by the same en- 
gines as lawnmowers and weed-whackers and 
require constant repairs to keep running. 

“Most of the time, we spend three or four 
hours fixing everything before we go for a ride,” 
said Ryan Due, 29, a Greenpoint resident and 
member of the Orphans, who often cruise en 
masse to destinations as far as Coney Island. 

“These things are all from the late ’70s, so 
they require a lot of maintenance — but working 
See MOPEDS on page 5 



sa 

moped? 

Few people below the age of 
30 would remember the mo- 
ped “craze” of the 1970s, but 
driven by fuel shortages, some 
urbanites flocked to low-pow- 
ered, small-sized motorbikes 
from European makers like 
Puch and Peugeot. Equipped 
with two-stroke engines — 
not unlike lawnmowers — 
mopeds rur 


The Red Hook Ikea that opened last 
summer has already become the Swedish 
home furnishing company’s best loca- 
tion on the continent, Borough President 
Markowitz announced on Monday. 

“It’s their top-selling store in North 
America,” the Beep boasted during an 
otherwise somber discussion of retail and 


industrial business at Borough Hall. 

Ikea officials would not confirm 
Markowitz’s cheerleading, citing com- 
pany policy not to reveal the perfor- 
mance of individual stores. 

But the success of the blue-and-gold 
giant would fit with long-repeated ac- 
counts that the Target on Atlantic Av- 
enue and Costco on Third Avenue are 
See IKEA on page 2 


CROWNED! 

High-stepper our new 'Miss' 


There she is — Miss Brooklyn, Kee- 
lie Sheridan. 

The pride of Manhattan Beach was 
handed the tiara as the new queen of 
Kings on Sunday, propelled to the ti- 
tle thanks to her Irish jig and her per- 
formance in a nerve-racking “lifestyle 
and fitness” competition. 

That’s the swimsuit contest, of 

“I was the least comfortable with 
it, but I don’t know anyone who likes 
See PAGEANT on page 2 


Emmes: Co-op boycott Is-not-rael 


S orry to tell my colleagues in the 
media, but Tuesday night’s meet- 
ing of the Park Slope Food Co- 
op did not turn into the anti-Israel par- 
oxysm you all wanted. 

Last week, I became the lone jour- 
nalist (in the nation, it appeared) who 
reported the emmes, to use the Yiddish 
word for truth, that the famously lib- 
eral, member’s-only supermarket on 
Union Street was NOT — I repeat, 
not — considering a ban on Israeli- 


THE BROOKLYN^ 

ANCLE 

By Gersh Kuntzman ' 

made or -grown products. 

All this talk of a ban — whipped up 
first by the Jewish Forward and then re- 
peated (like a blood libel?) around the 
world by bloggers who seem to regard 


the 16,000-member market as some 
kind of anti-Israel hotbed rather than 
a great place for hothouse tomatoes — 
stemmed from a single stray comment 
by a woman at last month’s meeting. 

“I don’t know whether or not we carry 
Israeli products,” said the woman, who 
identified herself as Hima, “but I pro- 
pose that we no longer carry them.” 

Sorry, but that’s now how it works 
at America’s largest, member-run food 
cooperative. Stray comments at a Park 


Slope Food Co-op general meeting don’t 
become Co-op law until there has been 
extensive debate, discussion and more 
mudslinging than at an organic com- 
posting facility. 

And that’s just to get the item on the 
AGENDA for an upcoming meeting! 
You should have seen the battle over 
selling beer! An earlier proposal to 
sell meat nearly ended in murder (of 
humans, not cattle)! 

Alas, the above fact didn’t matter to 


America’s blogosphere, which ran with 
the story that the Co-op was considering 
a blockade of Israel, from which it buys 
some persimmons and red peppers. 

“Park Slope Food Coop Bans Israeli 
Food,” read the headline on New York 
Magazine’s Grub Street blog. 

“Food Fight: Brooklyn Co-op Mulls 
Israel Ban,” read the headline in the 
original Forward article that set off 
the explosion of coverage. 

See BOYCOTT on page 5 



Keelie Sheridan of Manhattan 
Beach wow'ed the judges at this 
year's Miss Brooklyn pageant. 


Whole-y 

foods! 

Gowanus grocery 
is back in action 

By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The long-delayed Whole Foods supermar- 
ket along the fetid Gowanus Canal showed 
some signs of life this month, as developers 
filed state paperwork that raised expecta- 
tions that the controversial project will ac- 
tually be built. 

The upscale grocer submitted an envi- 
ronmental application on Feb. 9 to build a 
77,000-square-foot store with a three-level, 
414-car garage on the wetlands that make 
up its three-acre tract near the corner of 
Third Avenue and Third Street. 

Originally, Whole Foods intended to open 
its first Brooklyn store in 2008, but the proj- 
ect has been beset by problems, including 
the discovery of toxins in the soil. 

In an effort to kickstart construction, 
company executives searched last fall for 
an outside developer to partner with them, 
no one has signed on yet. 

The chief complaint about Whole Foods’ 
blueprints has been the size of the parking lot, 
which residents fear will swamp nearby streets 
with thousands of extra cars per day. 

“It could be a great thing, but they seem 
hung up on a totally suburban model,” said 
Eric McClure, a member of Park Slope 
Neighbors. McClure said the group “re- 
mains opposed to the vast number of park- 
ing spaces they’re projecting.” 

However, the appeal of the popular super- 
market continues to stir interest among its de- 
voted shoppers about the fate of the embat- 
tled location next to the Gowanus Canal. 

The paperwork that Whole Foods qui- 
etly filed with the state Department of Envi- 
ronmental Conservation triggered a public 
comment period that ends on March 6. 


OSCAR ‘WIRE’ 


Sloper's statuette connection 


By Dustin Seplow 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The Academy Awards were 
taking place on Hollywood 
Boulevard on Sunday night, 
but the real action was on Sev- 
enth Avenue in Park Slope. 

That’s where Jim Moore, 
part of the team behind the 
Oscar-winning documentary, 
“Man on Wire,” watched the 
Big Show. 

Moore was at the bar at 
Cafe Steinhof — where he 
spent the night being congrat- 
ulated for the 35-year-old pho- 
tos of Philippe Petit’s won- 
drous tightrope walk between 
the twin towers of the World 
Trade Center. 


“It was really great tc 
be part of the adventure 
in 1974, and it was a very 
touching experience on Sun- 
day night,” said Moore. 

“Whenthemoviewon,we 
were all tinkled pink, it was 
an amazing moment.” 

The photographer is a 
Steinhof regular, so “ev 
erybody knew he was it 
the crowd — that and 
the fact that he was very 
emotional, ’’said the res- 
taurant’s manager Jorge 
Boette. “He was holding back “I found a beautiful place 
tears and it was contagious.” here in Park Slope,” said 
Director James Marsh’s Moore. “It’s very neighbor- 
film could not have won ac- hoody, very comfortable, I 
claim were it not for Moore’s like it here.” 


m 


photographs from his 
days as the aerialist’s 
“right-hand man.” 
Moore’s 40 pho- 
tos helped the film 
convey the madness of 
walking on a three-quar- 
ter inch tightrope 1,350 
feet above ground. 
The scene was alot 
;ss mad in the Cal- 
ifornia native and 
former Manhattan- 
ite’s adopted home- 



'WIRE' ROOM: Photos of Philippe Petit taken by Park Sloper Jim Moore form the 
basis of the Oscar-winning film about the tightrope walker's Twin Towers act. 


Armory rec center may open — in May 



The Park Slope Armory recreation center has been ready for a year. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Read it and groan, Park Slope: 
The opening of the lavishly restored 
armory on Eighth Avenue as a rec- 
reation center will take just a little 
bit longer. 

But the good news is that the De- 
partment of Homeless Services has 
finally announced that it had come to 
terms with theProspect Park YMCA 
to operate the former armory for its 
members and area schoolkids. 

But there’s a catch: The an- 
nouncement begins a public re- 
view process that will likely push 
back the opening date to May, said 
Craig Hammerman, district man- 
ager of Community Board 6. 

“But the end is near,” Hammer- 


man said. Tm so relieved.” 

Despite Hammerman’s opti- 
mism, Park Slopers can be for- 
given for thinking that they’ve 
heard it all before. 

The $16-million armory restora- 
tion was completed in 2007, and city 
officials had substantial trouble find- 
ing an operator to turn the 1 14-year- 
old building, which spans nearly an 
entire block between 14th and 15th 
streets and Seventh and Eighth ave- 
nues, into an adult fitness center and 
sports facility that will host teen and 
after-school activities, a day camp, 
and community meetings. 

The YMCA was designated 
in March, 2008, but the deal still 
wasn’t completed by December. 
Stakeholders have blamed the de- 


lays on the Department of Home- 
less Services, whicn will maintain 
a 70 -bed women’s shelter in the 
building. The agency did push back 
the bidding process at least twice, 
The Brooklyn Paper reported. 

After the Y was designated as 
the winning biddc n g 
were slow going. The Y has said it 
will cost $500,000 a year to oper- 
ate the facility — but the city con- 
tract greatly limits the non-prof- 
it’s ability to generate revenue. 

“The devil in these negotiations 
hasbeenthedetails. said one insider 
who requested anonymity. “The con- 
tract sets aside a lot of the day for the 
Department of Education to use the 
armory as a gym. It gets down to tiny 
See ARMORY on page 2 
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the cost of 


home energy 
improvements. 



If you are like so many New 
York families, you are looking 
for ways to lower your energy 
costs. 


If you are income-eligible, 

you can receive 50% or 
more* off the cost of making 
your home more energy 
efficient through NYSERDA's 
Home Performance with 
ENERGY STAR® program. 


Get a complete home 
assessment to show exactly 

where your home is wasting 
energy and where you are losing 
money. Typical improvements 
include: 

• Adding insulation 

• Sealing ducts and air leaks 

• Upgrading inefficient or 
old heating equipment 


Find out if you are eligible. 

Call toll-free or visit our 
website to find a participating 
BPI contractor. There's real 
help in New York. You just 
need to make the call. 


1-877-NY-SMART 

www.GetEnergySmart.org/91 1 7AH1 




‘Additional incentives may be available in certain utility service territories. Restrictions may apply. 



DeBlasio’s ‘Bill’ of fare 


Local diner has become his office 


I lot of cool things can be suggested we talk about it 
I found in the city’s cam- at the diner, 
k paign finance reports: I got there first to case o 

For example, Councilman the jomt and grill the waitress, 



straight for Jacques Torres 
chocolates in DUMBO. 

So when the last batch of fil- 
ings were posted by the Cam- 
paign Finance Board, The 
Politicrasher scoured them 
like they were charred pans 
after a beefsteak fundraiser. 

And that’s where we dis- 
covered that Councilman Bill 
DeBlasio has turned his local 
diner into a campaign office. 

That’s right — the man 
who wants to be your next 
Public Advocate spent most 
of December in a booth at 
the Purity Diner on Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, about 
five blocks from his house. 

Over an amazing 22-day 
period, DeBlasio had nine 
“meetings” at the diner, in- 
cluding two on Dec. 9 and 
three (all three meals?) on 
Dec. 15. 

Could this guy love diners 
as much as The Politicrasher? 
Or was he just a cheap cam- 
paign hack like The Politi- 
crasher? 

Or was it both? 

I called DeBlasio and he 


was suffering from deja-vu 

I asked about the virtually 
unprecedented streak back in 
December, which peaked in a 
nine meal-in-six day stretch. 
The kid’s gotta be on the juice, 
I concluded. 

“I just like the service, the 
Greek salad and the prices,” 

He also explained that the 
Purity Diner was a logical, 
practical meeting place for a 
guy who quickly shifted from 


to public advocate after 
me term limits debacle. 

“We needed to set up a fi- 
nance team and a campaign 
team quickly, and everyone 
lives in or near Park Slope,” 
he said. ‘It’s uncanny, but this 
diner is the epicenter. 

“Plus, my campaign trea- 
surer and my [finance] com- 
pliance person love that I 
come to the diner instead 
of Lutece,” he added. (Point 
of information: There are no 
charges at Lutece by any can- 
didate going back as far as 


the city has been keeping re- 
cords — though Herman Ba- 
dillo once dropped $2,100 at 
Le Cirque). 

Given that DeBlasio comes 
to this diner several times a 
week, I expected that a wait- 
ress would silently bring over 
his “usual” (I was picturing a 
Diet Coke with a red, white 
and blue cocktail umbrella) 
as he slid into his booth. 

But no. DeBlasio clearly 
likes his power lunch with 
the power on the side. 

“We’re very low-key,” he 
said. “We have our meetings 
and don’t make a big fuss.” 

We chatted a bit more 
about the issues of the day 
— David Walentas’s Dock 
Street project, “Slumdog Mil- 


lionaire,” rice pudding and 
his inability to hit to the op- 
posite field in his Saturday 
softball league — and finally 
the check came. 

We reached for it together. 
It was gut-check time. 

If I bought, I’d be on the 
high ground as a journalist, 
but also betray my heartfelt 
belief that a newspaper re- 
porter should never pay for 

But if he bought, my little 
tete-a-tete would show up on 
his next campaign finance re- 
port, giving fodder for those 
guys at the Times who are 
always trying to link me to 
some scandal. 

In the end, we split it. Pol- 



Monty: Let’s make a deal! 


By Evan Gardner 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

There are now nine “For 
rent” signs flying on Mon- 
tague Street between Clin- 
ton Street and the Promenade 
right now — but the news 
may not be all bad. 

Just this week, Jenni- 
fer Convertibles, the Spicy 
Pickle sandwich shop, and the 
Washington Mutual branch 
at the corner of Henry Street 
went belly up, but at least one 
expert says the Brooklyn 
Heights’ commercial spine 
may still be strong. 

Stephen Palmese, who 
deals in commercial spaces 
from Fort Greene to Brooklyn 
Heights at the Massey Knakal 
realty firm, thinks the neigh- 
borhood will see locally based 
“mom-and-pop” shops replace 
the big national chain stores 
— a reversal of a longtime, 
and oft-bemoaned, trend. 

One example is Arman- 
do’s, the beloved restaurant 



A sign of the times on 
Montague Street. 


that pulled the plug on its 
famed neon lobster sign last 
March. On Feb. 23, its owner, 
who also owns the building 
that housed the eatery, an- 
nounced that he was consid- 
ering a grand re-opening. 

“There is a strong possi- 
bility that Armando’s is go- 
ing to come back,” Peter By- 
ros told the Brooklyn Heights 
Blog on Monday. 

If that happens , it might be 


the first indicator of the trend 
to home-grown enterprises and 
away from national chains like 
Spicy Pickle, the Denver-based 
chain that took over, however 
briefly, the Armando’s site. 

As Montague Street’s no- 
toriously high rents “loosen 
up” in the coming year, Palm- 
ese said, “unique stores” will 
start to come back to the com- 
mercial thoroughfare. 

“Prices will be set back 
by 20 to 30 percent.” 

That said, Brooklyn 
Heights residents see the “For 
rent” signs and worry that 
the nation’s economic mal- 
aise has finally infected their 
neighborhood. 

“It’s really an indication of 
the times,” said John O’Malley, 
aself-described “longtime res- 
ident” of Montague Street. 

Chelsea Mauldin, who 
manages the Montague Street 
BID, agreed. 

“Obviously, this is not a 
good time,” said Mauldin. 
“Montague Street is ... not 


economic climate.” 

At Jennifer Convertibles, a 
furniture store that has stood 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets for more than a decade, 
the crash of the housing mar- 
ket was mostly to blame. 

Manager Yvette Aviles 
blamed the housing col- 
lapse, not high rent. “People 
aren’t buying furniture,” she 
said. “People aren’t moving 
at all.” 

And they aren’t buying 
dresses at the rate that Blue 
Rose, a boutique at the comer 
of Hicks Street for the past 
two years, needed to survive. 
The store closed on Jan. 14 
and will move to a less-ex- 
pensive spot in Park Slope. 

At Spicy Pickle, the agita 
was not only caused by high 
rents, but the restaurant’s $1 1 
panini-and-soda combo. 

“It was alittle overpriced,” 
said one former patron — but 
so was the $20,000 a month 


PAGEANT 


Continued from page 1 
it,” Sheridan told The Brook- 
lyn Paper in her first inter- 
view since besting eight other 
Brooklyn women. “I hope the 
judges don’t look at it like ahot 
swimsuit body contest.” 
(One of the pageant’s four 
judges revealed to The Brook- 
lyn Paper that Sheridan did 
not do well on his “swim- 
suit” scorecard, but are you 
going to take his word for it 
or believe your own eyes?) 


Before dazzling spectators, 
the 22-year-old impressed the 
Long Island University crowd 
in the talent portion of the 
pageant. 

Her performance was 
fraught with last-minute ten- 
sion when contest officials 
told her she had to rearrange 
her tap routine because she 
would not be allowed to gam- 
bol around the entire stage. 

No biggie for a true Miss 
Brooklyn. 


ARMORY... 


Continued from page 1 

details, like what soda machines the Y can put in there and 
who will pay for the lightbulbs. Stuff like that.” 

But Hammerman said that the city’s announcement 
of a March 9 hearing on the contract means that all the 
details have been worked out and are ready for a public 
vetting. 

The outlines of that contract, obtained by The Brook- 
lyn Paper, show that the Y would run the building for 10 
years and pay rent of $20,000 a year or 20 percent of the 
facility’s net revenue, whichever is greater. The non-profit 
is expected to generate revenue through donations, spon- 
sorships, events and membership fees, but has been con- 
cerned that there will not be enough money to cover all 
its expenses. 

“In this current economic climate, any [operator] would 
be concerned about the risks,” said Tony Kleckner, chair 
of the armory committee of the Park Slope Civic Coun- 
cil. “It is breathtaking how long this has taken, but it’s 
because many of the players didn’t realize how daunt- 
ing it would be for a concessionaire. Whoever runs it 
must make some money so they’re not caught losing 

Prospect Park YMCA Executive Director Sean An- 
drews said the agreement took so long because “there 
are a lot of moving parts.” 

“It’s a large, complex facility,” he said. “We want to run 
it in a way that serves the community, yet is economically 
feasible, ft’s been a long process and I understand the frus- 
tation, but we will soon be in there running the program.” 

A Homeless Services spokeswoman essentially agreed: 
“Finding a compromise on every detail — whether large 
or minute — takes time,” said Kristy Buller. “This par- 
ticular case was complex [but] we are confident that this 
facility will prove itself worth the wait.” 

The city hearing will be on Monday, March 9 at 
2:30 pm at the Department of City Planning office [22 
Reade St. at Elk Street in Manhattan, (212) 788-7490]. 



IKEA... 

Continued from page 1 

the king of their respective hills, too. 

And it bolsters the argument from business groups and 
real-estate experts that the demand for shopping outlets in 
Brooklyn is not being met. 

In 2006, a study from the Brooklyn Chamber of Com- 
merce found that booming Brooklyn had less shopping space 
per capita than sluggish cities like Detroit and Pittsburgh. 

“Brooklyn has been so desperately under-retailed for 
so long that when these big retailers finally get a location 
here, they’re a huge success,” said Ken Freeman, a senior 
sales director for Massey Knakal. 

“The combination of the population density and the above- 
average income levels probably explains the success.” 

Ikea’s apparent success is a vindication for the planners 
who said the remote location on Beard Street would hurt 
the sale of futons and Swedish meatballs. 

ft also props up the argument that the city should ease the 
way for more big-box retail in Red Hook — such as the BJ’s 
Wholesale Club that is proposed for the lot next door to Ikea. 

Markowitz has long ascribed to the idea that Brooklyn 
needs more retail business and has wooed other big chains 
like Trader Joe’s and, so far, unsuccessfully tried to get Nor- 
dstrom to set up shop here. 

He says big chains will create more jobs and reduce the 
number of Brooklynites who drive to malls outside the city. 
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i-WINTER IS HERE-i 

STOCK UP ON WINTER GEAR 
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AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 


10% OFF 


85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • ms®. • (718) 243-0844 



StSst New York Naturals 

tel: 71 8.230.7094 Organic Market 


open 7 days til 9 pm store@nyr 


NOW OPEN 


CLINTON HILL 

ANIMAL CLINIC 

476 Myrtle Avenue 

between Washington Ave. & Hall St. 

(718) 623-3999 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 
Dr. Monica Johnson 

CLINIC HOURS: 

9am-7pm Mon-Fri • 9am-5pm Sat 
Closed Sun 

Our services 
include: 

Internal Medic 
Surgery 
Digital X-rays 
Sonograms 
Dentistry 
Second Opinic 
Vaccinations 
Housecalls 
Skin Disorders 
Spay-Neuter 
and much mor 



HOME COOKIN’? 

One of NY’s best herb & spice 
resources is right here in your 
neighborhood, with dozens of 
hard-to-find, must-have items. 

New England, New Mexican, New Bklyn 
... whatever your menu, you need 

The Urban Spice Source: 

TWO FOR THE POT 

200 CLINTON STREET AT ATLANTIC AVENUE 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 718-855-8173 



DYKER HEIGHTS 


20-pound lobster freed! 

Vegan drives the crustacean to New Hampshire 



By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Leave it to Larry the vegan 
to save Craig the Crusta- 

Three days after an aborted 
rescue mission to return 
a 20 -pound lobster to the 
icy Atlantic, vegan baker 
Larry Fleming picked up the 
100-plus-year-old mammoth 
mollusk from Halu Japanese 
restaurant in Dyker Heights 
on Friday and drove through 
the night to get the big guy 
to New Hampshire. 

The next morning, two zo- 
ologists — who are also vol- 
unteers with People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Ani- 
mals — drove Craig across 
the border to Maine on Sat- 
urday, and deposited him into 
the ocean. 

“They didn’t just dump him 
in, by the way,” said Fleming, 
who lives in Maine, but owns 
the Manhattan bake shop, Lit- 


tle Lad’s. “They took an hour 
or so to acclimate him to the 

Fleming, who was in- 
volved in an earlier PETA 
“rescue” of George, another 
20-pounder who lived briefly 
at City Crab restaurant, said 


Craig was even bigger. 

“He was much bigger than 
George,” Fleming said. “No 
wonder there were media peo- 
ple waiting for us on Satur- 
day at the ocean.” 

Gina Ng, owner of Halu, 
said she had originally wanted 


to keep Craig on display, but 
worried for his health, so she 
called in the animal-rights 
group. 

“It’s a little sad to say good- 
bye,” she said. “But I think 
he will be much happier in 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


Could it be ‘Mod-tague’ St? 

Second try at pre-fab plan in historic Heights 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Montague Street is about to go mod 
— and we’re not talking about bowl 
cuts and British rock bands. 

The owner of 116 Montague St. is 
considering dropping three-stories of 
modular, prefabricated housing atop 
his building — a “construction” proj- 
ect that would take just three days. 

By assembling the steel and concrete 
addition offsite and depositing it atop the 
one-story building, which currently houses 
a Sleepy’s mattress shop, the developer 
could shorten the construction process 
from 16 months to about 72 hours, ac- 
cording to architect John Newman. 

“Rather than put up a construction 
awning and close the sidewalk for a year 
or 16 months, we could close Montague 
Street . . . and put the thing up in two 
or three lifts,” said Newman. 

The developer is considering what 
he said is a more expensive construc- 
tion strategy to curtail the bothers of 
building on busy Montague Street — 
like traffic , lack of parking, and lack of 
room for deliveries — Newman said. 

Once completed, the six-unit addi- 
tion — which was originally proposed 
as a more modern design that was later 
scrapped in order to gain approval by 
the Landmarks Preservation Commis- 
sion — will consist of a red brick fa- 



constructing this building us- 
ing modular units built off- 
site would be less of an incon- 
venience to Montague Street 
in the long run than building 
it traditionally — and there 
seems to be a fair amount of 
consensus that it would,” said 
Community Board 2 District 
Manager Rob Perris. 

Frank Rio, the owner of 
the property between Henry 
and Hicks streets, did not re- 
turn calls by the time of pub- 
lication. 

It also remains uncertain 
whether the builder will re- 
ceive permission from var- 
. i. , I . , , ,. , ious city agencies that will 

Architect John Newman s renderings for a j| ow him t0 move f orwar( j 
a modern design were rejected. with his modular plan . 

But neighborhood groups 

fade, painted metal cornices, and cast are eager about the discussion — even 
stone lintels that will match buildings if they remain skeptical about the 
on the stretch in height and appear- plans. 

ance, and won’t look like it was con- “I’m concerned any time there is any 

structed from modular pieces, the ar- disruption to our businesses being able 
chitect said. to operate in a normal way, but I do 

The builderbehind the plan discussed appreciate that the owner is making a 
his proposal with Community Board really good faith effort to reach out to 
2’s Transportation Committee last week the community and reach out to busi- 
— reviving talk of the unconventional nesses,” said Chelsea Mauldin, exec- 
construction strategy. utive director of the Montague Street 

“There are questions about whether Business Improvement District. 


GREENPOINT 


Clang! Magic tosses a brick 

Johnson-funded condo building files for bankruptcy 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The economic collapse has 
claimed another victim — a 
Greenpoint condo project partly 
funded by former NBA great 
Magic Johnson has gone bank- 

The Lakers legend backed the 
Viridian — a glassy 130-unit 
building on Green Street — by 
loaning the builders $12.3 mil- 
lion through the Canyon-John- 
son Urban Fund. 

But the developers, whose 
plans called for a gym, pool, 
sauna, billiards room, virtual golf, 
and a library, filed for bankruptcy 
in the Eastern District Court of 
New York on Feb. 5 — before 
residents moved in. 

Now Magic wants his money. 
“[The Canyon-Johnson Ur- 
ban Fund] is certainly focused 
on recouping the amount that it 
had lent,” said Steve Sugerman, 
a spokesman for the fund, which 
claims to be “the country’s largest 
private equity fund focused solely 
on the revitalization of Ameri- 
can’s densely populated, ethni- 
cally diverse communities.” 
Sugarman added that the case 
will likely go to bankruptcy court, 



where Johnson’s company will 
seek to reacquire its loan. 

In hopes of generating some 
fast cash from their vacant build- 
ing, which was recendy appraised 
at $39 million, the bankrupt de- 
velopers, the 110 Green Street 
Corporation, are hustling to turn 
their unsold condos into rental 
units, Crain’s reported. 

But they may not get the 
chance. The building itself, which 
is between Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin Street, is now on the 
market for $65 million through 
the brokerage Marcus and Mil- 
lichap, according to Curbed, a 
real estate blog. 

Calls to the developer, Mar- 
cus and Millichap, and brokers 
responsible for the property were 
not returned. 

S The Viridian hit the market 
I in June — just months before 
| the economic crash toppled the 
S real-estate world. Some condos 
- in the building are already in con- 
tract, but of the 49 units offered 
on the builders’ Web site, at least 
33 units remain on the market. 
Prices range from one-bedroom 
Viridian, condos starting at $430,000 to 
n Green Street, have filed for bankruptcy three-bedroom units going for 
rotection. as much as $810,000. 


You're gonna need 
a bigger car. 

of beer in stock /\^_^^^MTnXdAvenue 

' (at 37 St., across from Costco) 


TVe’Cl yive you micw ter &mite! 
NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 

$50 GIFT CERTIFICATE 

(Any service over$150 until 3/30/09) 

•Metal-free fillings 'Braces 
X *Root canals • Invisalign 

• Crowns & bridges "Tooth whitening 

• Implants -Nitrous sedation 

SUNSET PARK 

^ „ 718-788-8000 

Open Mon-Sat / We Deliver 


Siymztune Smite 

General 8t Cosmetic Dentistry 

**' -■£ 100 Pineapple Walk •Brooklyn Heights 

fV 718-246-5677 

Open Late Tues, Wed & Fri • Sathours available 



TAX PREP PLUS 

ONLY $20 

for professionally-prepared return 

Families with children earning less than 55k and 
individuals earning less than 30k in 2008 are eligible. 

Project 

F H Hospitality 

at NEW UTRECHT REFORMED CHURCH 

7 8th Avenue at 84th Street, Bensonhurst 

Wednesdays, 3:30-8:30pm 
Appointments only 

Call Eddy Gregory at (718) 448-1544 x183 

NVCa“-*;.3K=::“- 


Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr.Tony Farha in the morning, T 
have the "Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, then 
go out and enjoy your favorite lunch. 
No more messy adhesive or pastes. 



As recently demonstrated by 
Dr. Tony on ABC & Fox News 



• This advanced system is FDA- 
Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical 
procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical 
months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 




\ *ONLY $595 | 
J FOR DENTURE! J 

i Limited Time Offer I 


Call today for 

718-833-6895 

461 77th St, Bay Ridge 
1412 Richmond Rd, Staten Island 


www.oraldentalcare.com 


Get a mailbox 
with benefits 

• A real address, not a P.0. Box 

• Package notification 

• Full-service mail and package 
receiving 

• Mail holding and forwarding 

• Call-in Mailcheck 

• Only $25 per month! 


The UPS Store- 



Brooklyn Doc House 

1 J daycare fi boarding 

A A 7 l & 222-4900 

m 7am-l0pm weekdays, Qam-lOpm weekends 




7 am-i 0 pm weekdays, gam-iopin weekends 

■ 2 supervised playgrounds - fun S SAFE 

■ web cams -watch your dog play 

■ curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet & long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 




Harbor Motor Inn 



• 25 years in business 

(off Exit s on the Belt 
Parkway, B 6 bus stops in 
front) 


Harbor Motor Inn 
1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 
“ Fax: (718) 266-0888 3S 


•Ample parking on 

• 24 hour security 

• Easy Taxi Cab Access 

• Food Deliveries 
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Cops nab two after F’n mugs 


Brooklyn Heights-DUMBO 
Boerum Hill-Downtown 

Two aggressive thugs at- 
tempted to mug two people 
on the F train on Feb. 20, but 
both were nabbed before they 
could steal anything. 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Find more online every Wednesday at 

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter 


told cops that 

In the first incident, the she was walking between 
perps boarded a Coney Is- Livingston and Schermer- Park Slope 

land-bound train at 11:15 horn streets at 6:45 pm. MilTOI", lYlilTOr 
am at the Jay Street station, when a 5-foot, 120-pound At j £ast twQ mor£ Mgr _ 
Shortly after boarding, one man approachedher frombe- cedes ^ their side mirrors 
of the muggers approached hind and grabbed ather $500 : r a „ f WPP i, t i. p< , pp 

the first victim,' pointed at ^Xbafght wetk wtaMs 

s phone, and demanded peculiar crime, against that 

it fancy of German : 


Schermerhorn Street. 


I want that s , said the Sleeper Cell dans, has made an appear- 

-St perp, repeatedly reach- Someone broke into an ance in the Police Blotter, 

ing at his waistband to sug- apartment in the Farragut In the latest rash, a thief 


gest that he was armed. UW v, vv , ulw 

When the victimrefused to FebTl9, and stole four be7s“ 
comply, the hoodlums got off - - 

at Bergen Street, where they 

approached anotherpassenger, ^ ,,, ^ alMiu al uaI . 

grabbed him by the chest, and housing complex near Gold field Place and Prospect Park 
and Sands streets , came home West. 

>n Feb. 19, after a In the next few days, a 
week-long absence, to find woman’s Mercedes of the 
ie model — and almost 


Houses between Feb. 12 and removed the mirrors from 
E-320 sometime be- 
and all. tween Feb. 13 at 7 pm and 

The owner of the apart- the morning of Feb. 15. The 
located in the public car had been parked at Gar- 


the passenger fled the station 
and alerted the cops. 

Both thugs 
in the station. 

Carjack 


arrested his bedroom set and all four 
of his family’s beds missing. 

In addition, the ground floor hit. The woman told cops that 


Another crook pretending apartment’s window guards she had parked her car at 3 pm 
to have a gun in his waist J *' HmH 

band held up a motorist ot 
the comer of Atlantic Avenue dow frames, 
and Court Street on Feb. 21. Broken in 
and drove off with $135. 


Someone smashed a 


The victim told cops that window and sto l e electron- 


is sitting in his 
4 pm when the perp ap- 
proached and said, “I will 
shoot you — give me your 
money.” 

The victim handed over 
the cash, and the mugger 
drove off in a gas-guzzling j p ‘‘ B d c 

CT T\7 LC1CU. 


Feb. 22. 

The victim returned at 
his car, which he 


i Feb. 15 on Montgomery 
Place, between EighthAvenue 
and Prospect Park West. 

She noticed the mirrors 
were gone four days later. 

In last week’s blotter, at 
least three E-320s had their 
mirrors stolen — and in all 
s, cops estimate that the 


had parked on the corner of flashy driver s aids would cost 
Water and New Dock streets $2 ’ 000 t0 replace, 
in DUMBO, to find his pas- Drive-thru 
senger’s-side window shat- 


SUV. 

Little criminal 


id Street on Feb. 1 


m FREE Apple Diagnostic! 

The Mac Support Store 

Brooklyn's First Apple Authorized Repair Shop! 

/ 


A thief nabbed a man’s 
‘historical” six-foot iron 
Inside, he found that the driveway gate from a Gar- 
thief had stolen two iPods, a field Place home last week. 
A diminutive thief tore a satellite-guided map device, The perp made off with the 
phone from a woman’s hand and $1,500. — Evan Card- $8,000 gate sometime between 
Feb. 11 andFeb. 18, police re- 
ported. The 66-year old man’s 
driveway, at Polhemus Place, 
is now gateless and bare. 

Likes bikes 

Abandit stole an unchained 
bike on Sixth Avenue on Feb. 
17 — and got away with a 
wallet and cellphone, too. 

The victim left the bike, val- 
ued at $900, on Seventh Street 
— but he did cancel his credit 
cards before the thief had the 
chance to use them. But the 
crook is enjoying some of 
the bike accessories, includ- 
ing lights and panniers. 

Lace chase 

A thug broke into a Sack- 
ett Street apartment and got 
away with thousands in cash 
and prizes on Feb. 17. 

The perp bashed through 
the front door of the building, 
which is between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues, sometime be- 
tween 6:20 and 9: 15 pm, when 
the resident was not at home. 

The victim returned to find 
her Apple laptop, Canon cam- 
era, $75 and a $1,000 neck- 
lace gone in 60 seconds. 

— Emilia Brock 


FRAMING / GALLERY 




Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

Stop and go 

A purse-snatcher mugged 
a woman on Carlton Avenue 
on Feb. 22 , but a civilian in- 
tervened and wrested back 


£=3 £=5> 


NYC PetS 


A NEW BREED OF PET SUPPLY STORES 

• Organic pet food 

• Free local delivery 

• Open 7 days 

• Wellness, Science 
Diet, Natural Choice, 

& more 


15 % 

OFF 

ALL PET 
SUPPLIES 

with this ad 


57 CLARK STREET 

in Brooklyn Heights 

( 718 ) 852-7208 


61 PEARL STREET 

in DUMBO 

( 718 ) 643-3046 

Sl< mmrr] . www.NYCPet.com 


the stolen bag. 

The crook asked the 
woman if she had any money 
at 8 pm, and when she said 
“yes,” he responded by push- 
ing her to the ground at the 
comer of Greene Avenue and 
stealing her pocketbook. 

Moments later, a mystery 
man stopped the fleeing thug, 
ripped the satchel from his 
hands and returned it to the 

Cuffin’ crooks 

Police arrested two men 
who had attacked and mugged 
another man on Lafayette Av- 
enue on Feb. 17, but one sus- 
pect eluded capture. 

The fracas began at the 
corner of Clermont Avenue 
at 7:47 pm when the troika 
ganged up on the victim, 27. 
They punched him repeatedly, 
knocked him to the pavement 
and stole his iPhone. 

Officers later arrested an 
18- and 19-year-old suspected 
of the bruising assault. 

Game time 

A couple’s South Oxford 
Street apartment was turned 
upside down by a plunderer 
on Feb. 16. 

The woman, 27, told police, 
that neither she nor her boy- 
friend was in the flat, between 
Dekalb and Lafayette avenues, 
from 9:30 am to 7:30 pm. 

When she arrived back at the 
ranch, she found the front door 
broken and their belongings 
scattered around the floor. 

Further inspection re- 
vealed that a laptop and video 
game system were gone. 

Bad night sleep 

A burglar raided a Clin- 
ton Avenue house while the 
residents were in the Land 
ofNodonFeb. 18. 

One of the victims, a 
38-year-old man, said he hit 
the hay at 12:05 am and awoke 
at 6:30 am to observe that a 
thief apparently entered his 
house between Willoughby 
and DeKalb avenues throueh a 
rear window and stole purses, 
a backpack, an iPhone, sev- 
eral credit cards and $110. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill-Red Hook 

Power-less 

Renegades stole several 
power tools from a com- 
mercial van parked on Bal- 
tic Street on Feb. 14. 

The plumbing company’s 
Ford was parked from 12:30 
to 2: 10 pm between Court and 
Smith streets. While the em- 
ployee was doing what plumb- 
ers do — like laying some pipe 
onSt.Valentine’sDay — some- 
one broke his boss’s heart by 
nicking several drills and screw 
guns from the vehicle. 

Jewel heist 

Aburglarpurlomedatrove 
of jewelry fromaQinton Street 
apartment onFeb. 18after slith- 
ering through a window. 

The victim told police she 
was not home from 4 am to 
2:45 pm. Upon returning to the 
dwellingbetweenFourth Place 
and Luquer Street, she said she 
discovered that her wedding 
band, watch,gold and diamond 
necklaces and a bracelet were 
gone, as well as $88. 

Mug plug 

A trio of hoodlum wal- 
loped a teen on Baltic Street 
on Feb. 1 1 , but the group’s at- 
tempt to rob him failed. 

One of the villains put 
the 17-year-old victim in a 
choke hold at 8:30 am and 
the other crooks forced him 
to the ground between Smith 
and Hoyt streets. One rifled 
his pockets, but did not take 
anything before fleeing. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Southside mug 

A masked gunman and his 
lookout held up a 22-year-old 
woman as she tried to enter her 
friend’s South Eighth Street 
apartment on Feb. 20. 

The armed crook con- 
fronted the victim as she rang 


9th Street Optical 
and Vision Center 


SPECIALISTS ON STAFF: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 

•Comprehensive Eye Exams 
•Prescriptions Filled 
•Contact Lenses 

•Glaucoma and Cataract Testing and Treatment 
•Laser Vision Consultation 
• Newest Diagnostic Equipment 
•Full Diabetic Eyecare 

Most Medical Insurance Accepted 

Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare 
Discounts for Senior Citizens 
Free medical transportation provided to those 
who carry Medicaid and Medicare 


Open Monday - Saturday 



$40 Off Any Complete 
Pair of Eyeglasses 

or 2nd Pair Free (Clear or Sunglasses) 
(Frames & Lenses) 

from our Money Savers Selection $125 Minimum 
purchase on 1st pair +-4.00-2.00 04. Lens, 
Options Extra, Same Rx 

(not valid with a 


(718) 965-2545 

332 9th St. (Between 5th & 6th Aves.) 
Park Slope 


the doorbell of the apartment 

— which is between Driggs 
Avenue and Roebling Street 

— at around 11:35 pm. 
“Give me your stuff,” the 

thug demanded as he pressed 
a black handgun to the vic- 

The victim forked over 
her Blackberry, iPod, debit 
card, IDs and keys. 

Powers struggle 

Thieves ransacked a Pow- 
ers Street apartment on Feb. 
19 and snatched electronics 
valued at nearly $7,000. 

The crooks pushed their 
way through the front door 
of the residence between 9:30 
am and 7 pm while the vic- 
tim was out. Once inside the 
apartment, which is between 
Manhattan and Graham av- 
enues, the burglars grabbed 
a flat-screen TV, a laptop, a 
digital camera, a computer 

Laptops burgled 

Burglars snatched elec- 
tronics and jewelry from a 
Manhattan Avenue apart- 
ment on Feb. 20. 

The thieves forced their 
way through the front door 
and pilfered the apartment — 
which is between Meserole 
and Scholes streets — escap- 
ing with laptops and necklace 
while the 3 1-year-old resident 
was out between 8: 15 am and 
5:20 pm. — Ben Muessig 


Greenpoint and 
Williamsburg 

Drive-by mug 

A thug held up a 28-year- 
old woman on Feb. 18 and 
fled in a car. 

The crook approached 
the victim from behind at 
the corner of Wythe Ave- 
nue and North 10th Street 
just after midnight. 

“Give me all your s— ,” 
the thug demanded. 

The victim handed over he 
camera, iPhone, credit card, 
sunglasses, and wallet, and 
the thief fled in a gas-guz- 
zling SUV, cops said. 

Bottle service 

An argumentative assail- 
ant shattered a beer bottle 
across a 24-year-old’s face 
in Feb. 15 dispute. 

The attack occurred at 
around 3 am near the cor- 
ner of Manhattan and Driggs 
avenues after the perp made a 
not-so-polite comment about 
the predilictions of the vic- 
tim’s girlfriend, cops said. 

The assault left the vic- 
tim with a deep laceration 


near his right eye that was 
treated by a plastic surgeon, 
cops said. 

MyMac 

Crooks stole iMac comput- 
ers from two North Brook- 
lyn apartments last week: 

• Burglars pried their 
way into a Humboldt Street 
apartment on Feb. 19, dam- 
aging the front door while 
the 26-year-old victim was 
at work between 10:30 am 
and 8:30 pm. Once inside the 
apartment, which is between 
Withers and Jackson streets, 
the crook snatched two com- 
puters and an iPod. 

• Perps shattered a glass 
panel of a front door to snatch 
an iMac from a Metropolitan 
Avenue apartment on Feb. 20 . 
The thieves grabbed the goods 
from the apartment, which is 
between Manhattan Avenue 
and Leonard Street, and fled. 

— Ben Muessig 


Bay Ridge 

Knife outfits 

At least three masked men 
robbed a Fifth Avenue bodega 
at knifepoint on Feb 22. 

The 22-year-old store em- 
ployee told cops he was inside 
of the bodega, between 80 th 
and 81st streets, at around 4:15 
am when the suspects, dressed 
in black masks, gloves and 
hooded sweatshirts, walked 
in, pulled out a knife and de- 
manded cash. 

The clerk handed over 
$300 to the men, who fled. 

Mean girls 

Five teenage girls cornered 
and robbed two other women 
of their pocketbooks on 76th 
Street on Feb. 21. 

The two victims, ages 20 
and 2 1 , told pol ice they were 
standing at the comer of Fifth 
Avenue at around 1:40 am 
when the gang of girls walked 
up and began hitting and kick- 
ing them. 

The suspects grabbed the 
victims’ purses and ran off 
with $50, a cellphone and var- 
ious debit and credit cards. 

Game time 

S omeone broke into a 62nd 
Street apartment on Feb. 20, 
making off with more than 
$400 in electronics. 

The 27-year-old victim 
told cops he left his home, 
between 13th and 14th ave- 
nues, at around 10 am and re- 
turned three hours later to find 
that his front door had been 
pried open, and cash and a 
Sony Playstation were gone. 

— Emily Lavin 


Onion Temple of Brooklyn 

presents 

SYNAPLEX™ 

SHABBAT 

Friday, March 20 

What will you choose? 

Synaplex Shabbat is a Shabbat 
filled with exciting choices and 
ways to celebrate Shabbat the way 
you want to. Attend a service or an 
event or both. Everyone welcome. 
Bring a friend! 

Kids’ Sing-a-Long Time 

4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Singing and dancing - for toddlers, pre- 
schoolers, and their adult guests. Snacks, 
too! 

Workweek Wind-Down 

6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Leave work behind you before welcoming 
Shabbat. Relax with a glass of red or 
white - or sparkling soda. 

Shabbat Across America 

Don't miss this annual nationwide event! 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Kosher Shabbat Dinner 

7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Call to reserve your spot! 

Adults $25, children 6-12 $10, 

5 and under, free. 

Jewish-American Music 

8:30 p.m. 

Get ready for a real treat: a delightful 
selection of music by classical and 
contemporary Jewish-American 
composers. 


Union Temple 

17 Eastern Parkway 
Brooklyn, NY 11238 
718-638-7600 
uniontemple@uniontemple.org 


Synaplex™ is an initiative of STAR (Synagogues. 
Transformation and Renewal) and is a philanthrop 
partnership of the Charles and Lynn Schusterma, 
Family Foundation, The Steinhardt Foundation fo 



FOR 7 MONTHS 
+MARCH FREE 

OFFER ENDS MARCH 15 



ALMOST 8 MONTHS OF AQUATICS 
SPINNING RACQUETBALL BOXING 
WALLYBALL CARDI0 DANCE YOGA 
SPORTS CONDITIONING SQUASH 
SOFTBALL PILATES MARTIAL ARTS 
GROUP CONDITIONING JUNIOR SPORTS 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET 718 625-0500 
PROSPECT PARK 17 EASTERN PARKWAY 718 789-4600 
TRIBECA 80 LEONARD STREET 212 966-5432 
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Smartmom gets smarter every day 


FAMILY CALENDAR 



It's a twister: It's time once again for "The 
Wizard of Oz," March 8, at the Brooklyn Cen- 
ter for the Performing Arts. 


SAT, FEB. 28 

10 am: BAMkids Film 
Festival. Seven different 
film programs (separate 

dren). Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

11 am and 2 pm: Short 


FRI, MARCH 6 

10:30 am: BAX Fam- 
ily Fridays. Sing-a-long 




lope?(718) 


i/illoughby Street 
d w M 71 8) 488- 


832-0018], 

11:30 am: Discover the 
birds of New York City. 


iedford-Stuyvesant, 
8) 735-4400], www. 


Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve- 
sant, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 
Noon and 2 pm: Uncle 
Rock performs. $7. BAM 
Cafe [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 


and 2 pm. Free. PS 8 [37 
Hicks St. between Poplar 

Brooklyn Heights]. 

12:30 and 2:30 pm: 
Puppet show "Sleepinc 
Beauty." $8 ($7 ' ‘ ' ‘ " 


Reformed Church [126 
Seventh Ave. at Carroll 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
638-8300], www.chocolat- 


Festival of Colors. Hindu 

^-dyeabandan^Brook- 
lyn Children's Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve- 
sant, (718) 735-4400], 

12:30 a 


et show 


jping 


Beauty." Saturday, Feb. 28. 


ks [338 Si; 


Pup- 3 pm: Dam 


Slope, (718)965-3391], 
puppetworks.org. 

1 pm: Nature Crafts. Free. 

Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287-3400], www. 
prospectpark.org/audu- 


SUN, MARCH 1 

10 am: BAMkids Film F 
val. See Saturday, Feb. ; 


BAM Cafe [30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636- 
4100], www.bam.org. 

12:30 and 2:30 pm: 
Puppet show, "Sleeping 
Beauty." Saturday, Feb. 28. 
1 pm: Nature Crafts. Satur- 
day, Feb. 28. 

1-4 pm: Bell House Rocks. 
Bouncy castle, kid's music/ 

tainmentand snacks. $10. 
The Bell House [149 Sev- 
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 


10:30 am: Andy's Story- 
hour. Andy Laties plays 

Pop [lb22 9 Cortelyou Rd. at 
Stratford Road in Flatbush, 
(718) 940-2084], www. 
voxpopnet.net. 


cultures. $20 ($12 for kids). 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [1 Univer- 
sity Plaza at Willoughby 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
488-1624], dancewave.org/ 


11:30 am: Discover the 
birds of New York City. See 
Friday, March 6. 

11:30 am and 3 pm: Holi 
Festival of Colors. See 
Saturday, March 7. 

12:30 and 2:30 pm: 
Puppet show, "Sleeping 
Beauty." Saturday, Feb. 28. 

1- 4 pm: Bell House Rocks. 
See Sunday, March 1. 

2 pm: "The Wizard of Oz." 
$6. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brook- 
lyn College [2900 Campus 

Flatbush, (718) 951-4600], 
www.brooklyncenter.com. 

2- 6 pm: Girl Power Cel- 

Forgirls 9-1 4 S $15 ($10 in 
advance). Brooklyn Lyceum 
[227 Fourth Ave. at Presi- 
dent Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 857-4816], www. 
brooklynlyceum.com. 

3 pm: Dancewave Festival. 
See Saturday, March 7. 

4 pm: Chocolate Chip 
Chamber Music. SeeSatur- 


MOPEDS... 


Continued from page 1 

on them is half of the fun,” 

There’s a good-sported ri- 
valry between the 12 Orphans 
and the 10 Mission 23 mem- 
bers, but the moped crews 
claim they are easy riders — 
not Hell’s Angels. 

Unlike the biker gangs that 
have long been linked to vio- 
lence, noise, leather and, lest 
we forget, methamphetamine, 
Brooklyn’s mild-mannered 
mopeders insist they are law 
abiding. 

But that doesn’t mean 
they’re slow-pokes. 

Many mopeders convert 
their “stock” bikes into cus- 
tom rides, kitting out the ve- 
hicles — which average about 
70 miles per gallon — with 
larger cylinders, carburetors 
and exhaust systems, that al- 
low the bikes to reach speeds 
of 50 miles per hour. 

Even though the gangs 
are more like social clubs 
than criminal organizations, 
that doesn’t mean that police 
aren’t a problem. 

“Cops never know what a 
moped is — or what the law 
is — but they never want to 
be told anything,” said Pe- 
ter D’Addeo, 25, of Bushwick 


E ven though Teen Spirit 
is just a few months 
shy of 18 and the Oh 
So Feisty One is just weeks 
away from her 12th birthday, 
Smartmom knows that she 
still has a lot to learn about 

Funny. You’d think she’d 
have mastered momdom by 
now. But just about every day 
she does something or other 
that makes her wonder if she 
knows anything at all. 

During the winter break, 
Smartmom took OSFO and 
three girlfriends to the Grand 
Cascades at Crystal Springs 
in New Jersey, a hotel/spa 
with an incredible Biosphere 

Four girls and Smartmom 
sharing one hotel room. 

Right there, Smartmom 
wondered if she was some 
kind of lunatic. She prayed 
that she’d be able to sleep 
comfortably; that all the girls 
would get along; and there 
would be no fights or wild 
behavior. 

Scratch that last one. 

Of course there would 
be fights and wild behav- 
ior: they’re tweens for Bud- 
dha’s sake. 

Nonetheless, Smartmom 
prayed that no one would get 
hurt going down the three- 



that there’d be no food al- 
lergies. 

On the second morning, 


First, Smartmom 
dered if the girl was home- 
sick, then she realized 


“Do you have any chew- 


“Yes, I do,” the nice woman 
Relieved, Smartmom felt 


onds, she had a plastic bag 
in her hands with grape- 
flavored chewable Motrin, 


she could barely talk and had Benadryl and Tylenol Cold 

Trouble was, Smartmom 
didn’t have her trusty ear ther- 
mometer or any Advil. 

No problem, Smartmom she said handing Smartmom 


Medicine. 

It was right on top in her 
suitcase. 

And here’s some for later,’ 


thought: I’ll just 
the Met Food (oops, that’s 
on Seventh Avenue back in 
Park Slope). 


In a panic, Smartmom Edi 


three more pills. 

Boy, was Smartmom im- 
pressed. Now that’s areal or- 
ganized, smart mom (Dumb 
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season Summer Camp 
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I wonder if she 
t deadline). 

Needless to say, Smart- 
also felt embarrassed 
and a little ashamed. Why 
didn’t she think to bring a 
first-aid kit? She was, after 
all, in charge of the health and 
well-being of four 11-year- 
old-girls and anything can 

Walking back to the room 
cradling six purple Motrin in 
her hand, Smartmom vowed 
to create a really cool first 
aid kit when she got back to 
Brooklyn. 

This was going to be the 
first aid kid to end all first 
aid kits. Smartmom would 
buy bandages, gauze roll, 
tape, knee and elbow ban- 
dages, anti-itch ointments 
and Bacitracin, hand gels, 
wipes, eye wash, a first aid 
guide, an instant cold pack, 
tweezers. She’d even throw 

ipackage ofRicolacough 


718-788-PSDC (7732) 

www.parkslopedaycamp.com 


chicken noodle soup. 

Smartmom, like that 
perky, super-well-equipped 
and cheerful smart(er) mom, 
would be set for any and ev- 
ery eventuality. Just like that 
smart mom in the lobby. 

Later that afternoon — af- 
ter hours swimming in the 
Biosphere pool — OSFO 
came up to the room limp- 
ing. The Oh-So-Limpy-One 
pointed to her big toe and 
walked slowly to the bed. Gri- 


Physically active, nature 
oriented & outdoors every day! 



DAILY TRIPS 


Ages 4% - 11 
Flexible Schedule 
3, 4, 5 or 6 Week Sessions 
3, 4 or 5 Days a Week 
Early Drop Off & 

Late Pick Up Available 

Located in Park Slope 
(718) 768-6419 

www. KimsKidsCamp .com 


and the gang Mission 23. 

D’Addeo carries aprintout 
from the Department of Mo- 
tor Vehicles Web site in his 
wallet to prove that his mo- 
ped doesn’t require a special 
motorcycle license or insur- 
ance — which are the very 
reasons why many moped 
riders turn towards the an- 
tique vehicles instead of mo- 
torcycles or Vespas. 


“I wanted to have more 
mobility than the subway and 
I got tired of biking to par- 
ties and showing up soaked in 
sweat — but I wanted some- 
thing cheap,” saidMission23 
member and Bushwick resi- 
dent Alan Gamboa. 

Mostmoped manufacturers 
stoppedmaking the machines 
decades ago, and used vehicles 
can range from $50 for a bro- 
ken beater to more than $1 ,000 
for a Magnum Limited. 

The vehicles might not be 
popular with cops — but their 


old school looks are a blast 
from the past for many pass- 

“Most people get really 
pumped when they see me 
on a moped,” said Greenpoint 
resident Jason Schymick, 30, 
of Mission 23. “People say, ‘I 
haven’t seen one of those for 
30 years,’ and I tell them, ‘This 
thing is 30 years old, so maybe 
it’s the one you saw.’” 

Though they ’re popular with 
pedestrians, aggressive driv- 
ers, manholes and potholes can 
buck a moped rider from his 



macing in pain, she rocked 
back and forth. 

Smartmom tried to be very 
present and not let her anxiety 
takeover(Omigod! When did 
she last get a Tetanus shot? 
Last year? Phew!). 

Smartmom stared at 
OSFO’s toe. She asked all 
kinds of pertinent questions. 
Did you step on anything? 
Did it happen in the pool? 

The Oh-So-Limpy-One 
continued to moan. 

That’s when Smartmom 
knew that she had to go down 
to the lobby again and see if 
the gift shop was open. 

She looked around to see 
if there were any cool moms 
in the lobby. 

Nope. The only other peo- 
ple down there were a young 
childless couple in ski gear 
and a pair of cute twenty- 
something guys. 

Nervously, Smartmom ap- 
proached the brown-suited 
hotel employee at the front 
desk 

“Do you have any Band 
Aids and Bacitracin?” Smart- 
mom ventured nervously. 

“Yes, we do,” she said 
handing her a teeny, tiny 
United Healthcare/Oxford 
first aid kit with the world’s 
tiniest Band Aids and some 
cream. 

“Yuck,” said OSFO when 
Smartmomrubbed the white 
cream on her toe wound. 

“It’s not Bacitracin,” she 

Smartmom refrained from 
getting impatient. She was 
sure that the super-well- 
equipped smarter-than- 
Smartmom mom would 
never do that. 

Smartmom tried to channel 
that woman’s obvious grace 
as a mother. 

She washed her daugh- 
ter’s wound. Carefully. She 
rubbed a tiny bit of anti-bac- 
teria cream on the Oh-So- 
Limpy-One’s wound. Care- 
fully. She put the teeny, tiny 
Band Aid on. With care. 

Yes, she had it in her to be 
the super mom she wanted to 
be. Just like the lady in the 
lobby. 

It would just take a little 
practice, that’s all. 

After 18 years. 


Raising your child bilingual? 

Join other like-minded parents for a 
discussion with Barbara Zurer Pearson, 
author of “Raising a Bilingual Child.” 
Sunday, March 7, 2009 
4 pm -5:30 pm 

Playspace @ Christ Church of Cobble Hill 

326 Clinton Street at comer of Kane 

$10 advance registration, $15 at the door 

Register online at languagekids.eventbrite.com 
Parents only — please, no kids! 

For more info, contact Angela Long at 

(917) 609-9899 or languagekids@earthlink.net 
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The Orphans hit the mean streets of Greenpoint. 


(or her — both gangs are one- 
third women) vehicle. 

Buthardcore moped riders 
say they are always comfort- 
able behind the handlebars 
of their undersized hogs. 

“It doesn’t really feel un- 
safe to me. It feels just as 
safe as a bicycle — you’re 
just going faster,” said Due, 
who in April is planning to 
open the Orphanage Moped 
Shop, the city’s first moped 
emporium, on ManhattanAv- 
enue in Greenpoint. 

But riders of bigger bikes 

— like Harley-Davidsons — 
say that moped riders are put- 
ting their lives on the line ev- 
ery time they get onto their 
minuscule motorbikes. 

“Being on such a tiny- 
wheeled machine is not very 
conducive to one’s longevity 

— and with the way the taxi 
cabs drive, you might as well 
wear a target on your back 
if you ride a moped,” said 
Tom Smith, of Motorcycle 
Works on Carroll Street in 
Carroll Gardens. 

But even though Smith 
considers the members of 
the Orphans and Mission 
23 to be risking their lives, 
he respects their bravado. 

“Gang is not the right word 
for those guys, but they are 
kind of outlawish,” he said. 
“They definitely go by the 
bang of a different drum- 


BOYCOTT... 


Continued from page 1 

Only the New York Post seems to have 
gotten the story right by doing what it does 
best — taking the grain of truth and call- 
ing Assemblyman Dov Hikind to get an- 
gry about it. 

“ ‘Ban Israel’ Bid Mushrooms into B’klyn 
Food Fight,” said the Post headline — ac- 
curate, of course, because the Post created 
the “food fight” itself. 

Like any “decent” “reporter,” I’d heard 
about Hima’s comments at the January 
meeting and knew there was a great story 
here. But a few phone calls and a little shoe 
leather revealed that Hima did not do the 
necessary paperwork to get her “Israel ban” 
on the agenda for Tuesday night’s Febru- 
ary meeting. 

Oh, and there’s paperwork! 

The instructions alone on “How to De- 
velop an Agenda Item for the General Meet- 
ing,” is two pages, single-spaced. Then the 
submission form for said agenda item re- 
quires an essay. 

That’s not to say that the word “Israel” 
was not muttered at the meeting. Two mem- 
bers spoke about the supposed “ban”: One 
woman, an “original” member from 1973, 
objected to even talk of a boycott, even 
though she celebrated the Co-op’s history 
of such activism for “worthy” causes like 
“lettuce and grape growers.” 

And Rabbi Andy Bachman, also a Co- 
op member, said he wouldn’t support a ban 
on Israel produce, but would relish a Co- 
op debate over it. 

“The idea of being in a community means 


accepting the responsibility of debating 
the values of that community,” he said. 

And that was that. 

The remainder of the “open forum” ses- 
sion consisted of the Co-op’s bread-and- 
butter: a request to be given only one make- 
up shift for missing a scheduled work slot 
instead of two, a suggestion that there be a 
super-express lane for customers with just 
five items or less, a hope that the Co-op 
could open at 7 am instead of 8 am, and 
a question about whether it is time for the 
always-crammed supermarket to cap its 
membership. 

And there was a long discussion about 
whether the store and its members are bi- 
ased towards minorities (we are, of course) 
and what we can do about it (it involves 
sensitivity training, of course). 

This is not to say that talk of an Israel 
ban won’t come up again. 

After all, such a ban would find sup- 
port in the aisles at the Food Co-op, where 
plenty of members think Israel’s battle with 
rocket-launching Gazamilitants is evidence 
that the Jewish state is a violent thug. 

There are others who think Israel’s treat- 
ment of its Arab population is the equiva- 
lent of Apartheid. 

And there are others, of course, who think 
the Co-op is a supermarket that should fo- 
cus on what it does best: selling low-cost, 
organic produce to a diverse collection of 
Brooklynites, from Muslims to orthodox 
Jews to atheists to vegans. 

And for now, at least, that produce in- 
cludes persimmons from Israel. 
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OUR OPINION 


Bring big boxes D’town 


B orough President Markowitz is 
known as a cheerleader — but this 
week, he had real reason to wave 
his pom-poms: In just six months, the 
Ikea furniture store in Red Hook has al- 
ready emerged as the best-performing 
location of the chain’s 47 North Amer- 
ican outlets. 

The report is good news for Brook- 
lyn for several reasons. For one, shop- 
pers are finally getting access to the 
same low-cost goods as other Ameri- 

And secondly, hard-fought negotia- 
tions with Ikea before, during and af- 
ter construction ensured that the busiest 
store in North America isn’t like Ikea’s 
less-successful locations: massive win- 
dowless malls standing in the middle 
of concrete parking lot dead zones. 

Noting the success of Ikea Red Hook, 
other developers, including the would- 
be savior of Coney Island, Joe Sitt, are 
salivating over bringing more big box 
stores, or even a mega-mall, to the neigh- 
borhood. Sitt has said he wants to bring 
a BJ’s Wholesale Club to a waterfront 


site he owns next to Ikea. 

There is no question that Brooklynites 
will flock to such a location, but we 
do not believe that big box retail is the 
best course for the remaining open land 
along Red Hook’s waterfront. 

We want to see big box retail in Brook- 
lyn, but we’d like it in a place that is both 
more accessible and can boost existing 
retailers. That place, unequivically, is 
Downtown Brooklyn. 

So we reiterate our call for a Brook- 
lyn Wal-Mart — on or near the Fulton 
Street Mall. 

Every overture Wal-Mart has made 
to New York has been accompanied by 
the predictable (and lamentable) hue and 
cry from city officials and their labor 
union enablers that Wal-Mart is anti- 
thetical to city life. 

But this is a myth. 

There’s no question that Brooklyn 
shoppers want such stores. The few dis- 
counters, like Ikea, that circumvented 
the moat around New York to open here 
have done very well. The Target at the 
Bruce Ratner-owned Atlantic Terminal 


is reportedly that chain’s busiest loca- 
tion. The Fulton Mall draws 100,000 
shoppers a day. The new Trader Joe’s 
at the corner of Atlantic Avenue and 
Court Street in Cobble Hill is a retail 
juggernaut, too. 

A 2006 study by the Brooklyn Cham- 
ber of Commerce found that Brooklyn 
had less retail space per capita than slug- 
gish cities like Detroit. That study is even 
more relevant today, given the downturn 
in the economy. 

Too many Brooklynites are spending 
their money at chain stores on Long Is- 
land or in New Jersey. Those who need 
the discounts the most, but can’t afford 
to travel, just stay home and pay more. 

Opponents will say that a Downtown 
Wal-Mart would bring too much traffic, 
but no area is better suited than Down- 
town to handle it. Not only is there am- 
ple subway service through the area, but 
on weekends, when most driving cus- 
tomers would be shopping, there’s a bit 

So don’t dump on Red Hook. Down- 
town is the place for big box retail. 
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LETTERS 


Hear, o Israel: Co-op ‘ban’ has ’em talking 


The Food Co-op is not — 
repeat not — considering 
a ban on Israeli products 


Co-op members react: Ban? What ban? 



Gersh's story on the Food Co-op, as it appeared online. 
That's right — 27 comments and counting! 


To the editor, 

Congrats to Gersh Kuntzman 
for his responsible reporting on the 
“controversy” at the Park Slope 
Food Co-op (“The Food Co-op 
is NOT — repeat not — consid- 
ering a ban on Israeli products,” 
online, Feb. 20). 

As a 24-year member of the 
Co-op and a former member of 
its Agenda Committee, I can tell 
you this: every member has the 
right to put anything on the agenda 
for the monthly general meeting. 
The role of the Agenda Commit- 
tee is to make sure that the pro- 
poser of every item, even wacky 
ideas, gets his/her opportunity to 
present it at a general meeting, the 
primary governance body of the 
Co-op. The “rules” people adhere 
to were developed to ensure fair- 
ness and open discussion. 

If “Hima” wishes her idea to 
boycott Israeli products to become 
an agenda item, she would fill out 
the agenda item form with her con- 
tact info and the exact wording she 
would like to see on the agenda. 
When the agenda item comes up 
at a subsequent general meeting, 
the members who attend that meet- 
ing can vote for or against what- 
ever Hima proposes. 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@ 
BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., 
Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

All letters must be signed and 

and phone number (only the writ- 
er's name and neighborhood are 
published with the letter). Letters 
may be edited and will not be 

you send your letter, the better. 


However, it’sbeen my experience 
that anything like a boycott would 
need to be passed by a referendum 
mailed to the entire Co-op, which 
takes precedence over the decision 
of a general meeting. It’s also been 
my experience, that boycotts based 
on politics fail. So, maybe six or 
eightmonths after Himaproposed 
her boycott (assuming she does), it 
would probably fail to win the ap- 
proval of the membership. 

It’s a bit messy, but it’s called 
democracy, and it’s alive and well 
at the Park Slope Food Co-op. 
Dorothy Siegel, Cobble Hill 

To the editor, 

Sometimes dangers to America 
really can be revealed by looking 
beneath a rotting leaf of cabbage. 

Park Slope is a trendy, upscale 
Brooklyn neighborhood, predom- 


inantly comprised of beautiful 
brownstone homes. With a few 
refreshing exceptions, it is inhab- 
ited by androgynous white “pro- 
gressives.” They are smug, passive 
and elitist, with a love of dogs be- 
ing their only apparent redeeming 
quality. Oh, yes, they have been 
my neighbors for over 30 years. 

Over the years, the Park Slope 
Food Co-op has become a glu- 
tinous meeting hall, where its 
15,000 lonely angry women and 
feminized males mince through 
the aisles, convincing themselves 
that they are the enlightened elite 
of their scorned America and its 
antiquated values. 

Virtually all of the Park Slope 
Food Co-op members voted for 
Barack Hussein Obama. Like 
their presidential Messiah, they 
call the Islamist terrorist murder 


of some 3,000 innocent Americans 
on Sept. 11, 2001, “the tragedy.” 
During the invasion of Afghan- 
istan and Iraq, they marched up 
Seventh Avenue with the Palestin- 
ian immigrants living on nearby 
Atlantic Avenue, passing out fly- 
ers cursing America and Israel. 

Oh yes, after “The Tragedy 
of Sept. 11,” these same Pales- 
tinian immigrants were danc- 
ing in the streets, in celebration 
of dead Infidels. They also at- 
tend Atlantic Avenue’s al Farouk 
Mosque where the Sept. 1 1 con- 
spirators were given haven to plot 
the slaughter. 

N ot happy with constantly be- 
rating and snickering at an Amer- 
ican Satan who has caused every 
evil in the world, Co-op members 
have now turned their sights at 
its staunch ally Israel, or “Lit- 
tle Satan.” They believe that Is- 
rael should not have responded to 
Hamas terrorists firing some 3,000 
rockets into Israeli homes and 
schools during the past year. 

With a new president who mir- 
rors Park Slope Co-op values, the 
United States can look forward 
to increased Marxist collectiv- 
ism and big government control 
of talk radio, the Internet, what 
you eat, what you say, how you 
raise your children and diminu- 
tion of whatever traditional val- 
ues still exist in our once noble 
nation. Michael Leventhal, 
Park Slope 

To the editor, 

As one Co-op member to an- 
other, I want to thank Gersh Kuntz- 
man for setting the facts straight 
on The Brooklyn Paper Web site 
when all the other blogs reprinted 
that horribly researched piece of 
junk from the Jewish Daily For- 


ward. That story was filled with no 
facts and no true details, and was 
the equivalent of yelling “Fire!” 
in a crowded theater. 

It’s doubly embarrassing to me 
as a Jew because, let’s face facts, 
anti-Semtism exists. But lousy sto- 
ries like that one in the Forward 
just make it harder to fight the real 
stuff when it really comes up. 
Jack Szwergold, Boerum Hill 

To the editor, 

To economically punish Israel, 
to economically punish Jews, for 
having dared to defend their na- 
tion from years of vicious bom- 
bardment of innocent civilians by 
Hamas criminals is ridiculously 
insane on its face. 

When Israel defends herself 
and her people from murder- 
ers, there is this sudden wailing 
at “injustice.” Where is similar 
moaning and groaning about Is- 
raeli dead at the hands of vicious 
gangsters parading themselves a 
“liberators” while they hold their 
female family members in bond- 
age under threat (frequently car- 
ried out) to “honor kill” of their 
own sisters, cousins and daugh- 
ters? 

Why the deafening silence 
about Daniel Pearl’s murder, 
along with the numerous be- 
headings and murders of inno- 
cents; the daily dose of homicide 
bombings, not only in Gaza and 
Israel, but in Iraq, Afghanistan 
and elsewhere? 

The disgusting selective “out- 
rage” exhibited by a proposal to 
ban Israeli anything-at-all is the 
ultimate in cynicism and exploi- 
tive propaganda spoon-fed to pu- 
tative “do-gooders” who are so 
easily gulled by those who would 
like nothing better than to see 


America, and the entire world, 
moan under the yoke of a reversion 
to Seventh-Century savagery. 

Wake up! Western Civiliza- 
tion, including America, is un- 
der attack in precisely the same 
way as it was by Nazi/Fascist/ 
Communist threats. Propaganda 
focused against our allies is in- 
tended to undermine the world’s 
resolve to survive. It always starts 
small, as in the proposal of a ban 
on Israeli products seen as “pro- 
gressive” by befuddled well-in- 
tentioned. But the road to hell is 
paved with good intentions. Bear 

diseased cell that, unchecked, re- 
sults in catastrophe. 

Lorraine Stone, Park Slope 

To the editor, 

Gersh Kuntzman seems to be 
the only reporter capable of get- 
ting this story right (actually, it’s 
a “non” story because nothing is 
actually happening at the Co-op 
regarding Israel). 

What concerns me, though, is 
that such talk is going on in other 
food co-ops in Seattle and Ann 
Arbor. Are we looking at the rise 
of anti-Semetism as areflection of 
the downturn in the economy? 
Riva Ros enfield. Park Slope 

That’s news 

To the editor, 

I agree with your editorial 
(“Support free speech! Feb. 21). 
It is disappointing to learn about 
Councilmember and Comptroller 
candidate David Yassky is team- 
ing up with the Municipal Art So- 
ciety to make it more difficult for 
newspapers to survive. Newsboxes 
on streets take up minimal space 


while providing easy access for 
ordinary citizens to newspapers 
offering all shades of opinion and 
news of the day or week. 

They also play a role in the on- 
going circulation battles between 
daily newspapers, which are all 
competing for our attention. 

It is the neighborhood weekly 
newspaper like The Brooklyn Pa- 
per which provide real coverage of 
local community news stories usu- 
ally overlooked by other media. 

In the marketplace of ideas, 
let us hope there continues to be 
room for The Brooklyn Paper. You 
have remained independent, will- 
ing to take on all comers, includ- 
ing powerful developers with un- 
limited access to millions along 
with elected officials. 

Larry Penner, Great Neck, NY 

Have a beer! 

To the editor, 

So, “the city’s open-container 
law allows cops to write summonses 
for any drinking that s done in view 
of the public, even if the drink- 
ing itself is done on private prop- 
erty. . .” (“Beer Man!” Feb. 21). 

By that definition, police should 
ticketrestaurants with sidewalk ta- 
bles and even those with front win- 
dows. Mysteriously, they don’t. 

Are there still people in this 
day and age who find the sight of 
people (gasp!) consuming alco- 
hol to be so shocking it has to be 
banned by law? Isn’t it time this 
archaic law was overturned? 

Kudos toKimberVanRy for car- 
ing enough about personal freedom 
to follow through on this even though 
he wasn’t successful in getting the 
authorities to consider the case on 
the merits. Chris Sorochin, 
F armingdale, NY 


If you receive care at New York Methodist 
Hospital, there’s something you should know 


Your health could depend on the number 
of patients for which your RN is responsible. 


Recent scientific studies have found that: 

• High caseloads for nurses can put patients at risk. The likelihood of a 
patient dying increases 31% if a nurse cares for eight patients instead 
of four.* 

• 24% of unanticipated patient deaths and permanent loss of function 
are related to inadequate numbers of nurses. ** 

• Pressure sores, pneumonia, and postoperative and urinary tract 
infections were found to be significantly lower when registered 
nurse staffing was higher. *** 

* Journal of the American Medical Association (2002). 

** Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (2002). 

*** American Nurses Association (January 1997). 


Help us to ensure quality care. 


Contact Mark Mundy, New York 
Methodist Hospital President and CEO, 
at 718-780-3301 or mmundy@nym.org. 
Tell him to increase the number ofRNs 
caring for patients at New York Methodist. 

Support your New York Methodist 
Hospital Registered Nurses. 


A message from the 
New York Methodist RNs and the 


New York State 

Bicjsaas 

ASSOCIATION, 
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Flavors 
to savor 

You dont need a plane ride 
to get a taste of South Asia 


By Heather Holland and 


The Brooklyn Pap 

T he Oscars are over, but the excitement of 
the “Slumdog Millionaire” sweep lives 
on. But you don’t have to go Mumbai — 
or even Jackson Heights — to satisfy your 
South Asian obsession. Just head to Coney 
Island Avenue in Ditmas Park for a close 
encounter with the subcontinent. 

Otherparts of the neighborhood might be 
known for their charming V tctonan manses, 
but south of Beverley Road, the wide bou- 
levard turns into Little Pakistan. But with 
blocks of restaurants, bakeries, Bollywood 
movie stores and fabric bazaars, the only 
question is how little is it? 

You could recite the Ramayana faster than 
you could explore this scruffy street (OK, 
that’s an ancient Hindu poem, but you get 
the picture). 

d Vindaloo wonderland 

Start this crawl with an empty belly 
and head straight for Madina Restaurant 
at the corner of Beverley Road and Co- 
ney Island Avenue. 

The authentic pan-Indian and Pakistani 
fare puts Manhattan’s East Sixth Street res- 
taurant row to shame. Just ask the cabbies 
who frequently parkin front of this 24-hour 
spot , which always has several meat and veg- 

The bill won’t hit you where it hurts, 
so frugal patrons will have plenty of ru- 
pees left over for the rest of the jaunt. A 
semi-spicy portion of chana masala, a clas- 
sic chickpea dish, with a piping hot naan, 
costs only $5. 

Madina Restaurant [563 Coney Island 
Ave. at Beverley Road, (718) 469-3535], 
Open 24 hours every day. 




They’re so sari 

Bismallah Fabrics is the immigrants’ 
equivalent of a pioneers’ general store on 
the frontier. It carries just about every prod- 
uct an expatriate could need in urban Amer- 

The inventory is stocked with a wide 
array of women’s and children’s saris, the 
latest blockbuster flicks outBollywood on 
DVD, and head-bobbing sounds on CD. 
There’s also a selection of art with an Is- 


Spice road: (Top left) Begum Hsaim shows 
off the delights at Madina Restaurant. 
(Above) Fozia Zafar, owner of Bismillah 
Fabrics Wholesale, sells lushly colored saris 
I from India. (At left) Khahd Chaudhry sells 
sweets at Narala Bakery. 

, O Hurray for Bollywood 

5 With India cranking out more than 800 

1 films per year (take that Hollywood!) it 
“ could be either a dream come true or tor- 
| tore to try and watch every song-and-dance 
extravaganza. 

Posters from the latest new releases , such 
asthecaper“WoodstockVilla”andthe Tamil 
| hit “Ghajini,” adorn Jhankar Video’s faqade 
and, inside, many of those 800 annual pro- 
lamic motif, pictures frames, jewelry and ductions are available, 
many more odds-and-ends. Jhankar Video [793 Coney Island Ave., 

Bismallah Fabrics [719 Coney Island between Cortelyou and Dorchester 
Ave., at Cortelyou Road (718) 826-8831] roads, (718) 282-0303] Open 2-11 pm 
Open 1 1 am-midnight every day. every day. 

Sweet times 

Don’t overeat in Madina, because you’ll 
regret it when a familiar sweet, buttery 
aroma wafts from the bakery and give 
you all the reason you need to take ref- 
uge from the gritty pavement. 

Cookies, cakes and breads, Pakistani 
style, are proudly arrayed in rows and 
rows. Sugar cookies with fruit toppings 
and spiced biscuits at $6 per pound are a 
smash, while local families come in to 
buy their bread, too. 

Narala Bakery [744 Coney Island Ave., 
between Cortelyou and Dorchester 
roads. (718) 287-8494] 


€)Rah for Rahim 


The set-up of this Pakist: 
pie — the butcher’s in the ba 
international calling cards are in the front 
and culinary excitement is all between. 

With a plentiful selection of exotic 
spices, it’s one of the main outposts for 
home cooks trying to perfect their reci- 
pes for lamb biryani or chana masala. 

If those bold plans go awry, this bodega 
has a wall of instant, near-foolproof Pak- 
istani meals, including those by National, 
Shan, and, our favorite, Laziza. 

Rahim Grocery [1076 Coney Island 
Ave. at Foster Avenue, (718) 421-0848] 
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1982 IN CALIFORNIA 

MESQUITE GRILL 

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT 
FULL SERVICE BAR 

408 5 th AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 

WE CATER!! 

718 - 788-1137 

TAKE OUT AND DELIVERY 


LA 


72 7 th AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 

eg* 


regina Opera company 

Presents PUCCINI’S Ful^OrchesIra 



Regina Hall 12th Ave. and 65th Street, Brooklyn 


JUST THE RIGHT FOOD 

...at just the right price 


Broiled Pork Chops 

Served with fried green 
plantain chips and salad 

$ 10.45 



8 5th Ave. (bM.44.hi 45.1. i 

Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • P 


An exceptional meal. 



MARCO POLO 


in Brooklyn 


345 Court Street (at Union Street) 
718-852-5015 

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner ■ Free Valet Parking 

■hJE-3111 



He's the Top' 

Park Slope has a new Top Chef. 

Mark Simmons, the curly-haired cook who 
won over fans after a strong showing on the Bravo 
cooking show last year, just took a job at Get 
Fresh Table and Market on Fifth Avenue. 

The chef told The 
Brooklyn Paper that he 
hopes to turn the eatery 

— which serves fresh- 
cooked fare inasit-down 
space as well as pre-pre- 
pared meals fortake-out 

— into a destination for 
localvores. 

“Our goal is defi- 
nitely to focus on or- 
ganic and local food — and that suits me be- 
cause that’s how I grew up in New Zealand,” 
said Simmons. 

“It’s very natural to me and it’s fulfilling to 
be doing something that I believe in,” he said. 

But it hasn’t been easy for the Kiwi cook to 
transition between the fast-paced TV show and 
preparing reheatable meals — like braised pork 
chop with kidney bean sauce ($12 per serving) 
and squash risotto with white wine, arborio rice, 
organic butter and Parmesan cheese ($11). 

“I'm learning how to take the organic ingre- 
dients and pre-prepare them so they’re at their 
optimum when people get home,” he said. 

Get Fresh Table and Market [370 Fifth Ave. 
between Fifth and Sixth streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 360-8469] — Ben Muessig 


Dawson peak 

Kimya Dawson’s simply constructed folk- 
rock songs imbued the “Juno” soundtrack with 
a child-like sense of wonder. 

Now a mother (her daughter is named Panda 
— no, really), the former Moldy Peaches singer 
will bring her playful sound to Club Europa 
on March 10. 

And Panda has ob- 
viously exerted her 
influence. Now, Daw- 
son sings about drink- 
ing smoothies and how 
they made the fetus “go 
wild” in her belly. Some 
songs even feature gig- 
gles and gurgles. 

Dawson’s music has 
always sounded offbeat. In her songs, drums beat 
randomly and cymbals chime unexpectedly. The 
guitar also sounds off key — but it’s definitely 
in key with her sugary and innocent style. 

In other words, she’s Dan Zanes crossed 
with the Violent Femmes. 

Her new album, “Alphabutt,” has the same 
sparkle and charm of her previous hits, and 
adults will appreciate Dawson’s delightful dit- 
ties as much as the kids will. 

Kimya Dawson at Club Europa [98 Meserole 
Ave. at Manhattan Avenue in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-2322] March 10, 7 pm. Tickets: $12. For 
info, visit www.europalive.net. — Emilia Brock 



Oh. lord! 


Dan Zanes has gone Bob Dylan on us: he’s 
ow a born again zealot. 

Every track on Zanes’s new album, “The Wel- 
ome Table,” is about God. The preaching is 
heavy-handed. There are 
more references to Jesus’s 
redemptive power than 
re church suppers. 
There are even some 
tracks that are merely 
passages of the Bible 
being sung. 

Butbefore you say, 
“Oy, vey!” the good news 
is that the disc may be the former Del 
Fuegos frontman’s best kids album to date. 

Contradiction? No. Like Bob Dylan’s much- 
maligned “Shot of Love,” which came out dur- 
ing the singer’s “religious period,” Zanes’s new 
album features his best singing and production 
since he gave up his rock and roll career. 

The man found God — and, Jesus, this al- 
bum cooks. The title track, which is one of two 
previously released songs, is a beautiful and 
respectful Negro spiritual. And “Jesus on the 
Mainline” may be singing to the choir, but if 
the congregation is tapping its toe, who is this 
atheist to complain? 

Dan Zanes's " The Welcome Table" goes 
on sale on Feb. 27 and will be available at Mu- 
sic Matters [413 Seventh Ave. at 13th Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 369-7087] and other fine 
stores. For info, visit www.danzanes.com. 

— Trey Dooley 
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OCEAN’S 8 AT BROWNSTONE 


• SPORTS BAR & GRILL 
• BILLIARDS • BOWLING & MORE 

308 FLATBUSH AVE. 


718 - 857-5555 

VISIT US AT: www.oceans8atbrownstone.c 
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SPECIAL 19 

95] 

Isi 



1 Bay Ridge 

• 

k 


1819 Cropsey Avenue • Brooklyn, HY 11214 

718-232-1900 

m % www.eayRidgeSubaru.com 
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'Winter’ wonder 


Shakespeare’s 6 Tale ’ is a hit at BAM 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

T hough performed by the 
exact same cast, “The 
Winter’s Tale,” now at 
the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music through March 8, is 
every bit as delightful as its 
counterpart, “The Cherry Or- 
chard,” was dreadful. 

The single greatest em- 
bodiment of this transfor- 
mation is the American ac- 
tor Ethan Hawke. As the 
proto-Bolshevik student in 
the earlier Chekhov play, 
Hawke skittered and skulked 
like a ghost with a case of 
bedbugs. But in “The Win- 
ter’s Tale,” again under di- 
rector Sam Mendes, Hawke 






I at 1 1 1 Front Street, Ste. 204 • www.randalls 

from D.C. to Dumbo. Inaugural Exhibit by Shen 
. Specializing in Contemporary Photography & 


WITH SUPPORT FROM TWO TREES 


THURSDAY 


5+5 

A.I.R. GALLERY 
AMOS ENO GALLERY 
ASWOON GALLERY 
BROOKLYN ARTS COUNCIL 
DUMBO ARTS CENTER 
FARMANI GALLERY 
GLORIA KENNEDY GALLERY 
HENRY GREGG GALLERY 
KLOMPCHING GALLERY 
KRIS GRAVES PROJECTS 
MELVILLE HOUSE 
NO NAME GALLERY 
POCHRON STUDIOS 
POWERHOUSE ARENA 
RABBITHOLE STUDIO 
RANDALL SCOTT GALLERY 
ROBERT WILSON/RW WORK LTD 
SAFE-T-GALLERY 
SMACK MELLON 
SPRING 

UMBRAGE GALLERY 
VII PHOTO 

WATERMILL BROOKLYN GALLERY 


Sponsoredhn part by 


CHECK INDIVIDUAL GALLERY WEBSITES FOR UP-TO-DATE INFO 


DISTRICT 


5:30 - 8:30PM 

every first Thursday of the month. 


PARTICIPATING GALLERIES 


MARCH XTRA/1ST THURSDAY HIGHLIGHTS 

SMACK MELLON'S PRESS PLAY CONCERT SERIES: 

Live music. Great beer. Innovative art. 

"An orgy of cultural stimuli..." -ny press 5 

FARMANI GALLERY & SAFE-T-GALLERY co-present: Night Moves, 
curated by Daryl-Ann Saunders & Jill Waterman 

KLOMPCHING GALLERY: Visual Morphology- Group Exhibition 

UMBRAGE GALLERY: Eddie Adams: Vietnam 

POWERHOUSE ARENA: Latinos In Literature, Reading And Talk 

THE A.I.R. GALLERY: Furthermore, curated by Lilly Wei 


ON 1 ST THURSDAYS: Drink Specials, Savory Bites & Music 


galapagosartspace 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 

email: culture41 1@ twotrees-dumbo.com 

Visit: http://www.brooklynartproject.com/page/1st-thursdays-dumbo-gallery 


SUBWAY DIRECTIONS: 

• to York St. 

•• to High St. (Cadman Plaza W exit) 
2 3 to Clark St. 


PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIOS, GALLERIES, PRINTERS, 
AGENCIES, PUBLISHERS, BOOKSTORES, 
PRODUCTION COMPANIES & THE NY PHOTO FESTIVAL 


For more info, email: culture411@twotrees-dumbo.com 


SUMMER 

DANCE 

INTENSIVE 

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN 
DANCE IN BROOKLYN 
THIS SUMMER! 


BEGINNING/INTERMEDIATE 
INTENSIVE CLASSES: 

(AGES 10-18) 

Week Long Sessions 


REGISTER TODAY! 
CONTACT DANCEWAVE AT: 
(718) 522-4696 
www.dancewave.org 
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9 DAYS... 


DISCOVERY TOUR: Meet birds and 
other wildlife on this walk, guided 
by a naturalist. Free. 3 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center (see venue 
info above). 

PERFORMANCE 

THEATER, "THE WINTER'S TALE": 2 

pm. See Saturday, Feb. 28. 
THEATER, "THE HOUSE OF BER- 
NARDA ALBA": 2 pm and 7:30 pm. 
See Saturday, Feb. 28. 

FOLK DANCE: "Dancing the Dead" 




death, m_ 

practiced in Brooklyn's i ^ 
communities. Free. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 Campus Rd. 
at Hillel Place in Flatbush, (718) 951- 
4600], www.brooklyncenter.com. 

CLASSICAL MUSIC: Works by Tchai- 
kovsky, Rachmaninoff, Britten and 
Shostakovich. $35 ($20 students). 3 
pm. Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry Land- 
ing, Old Fulton Street at the East 
River in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, "MABOU MINES DOLL- 
HOUSE": 4 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 28. 

MUSIC, TIME FOR THREE: String trio 



http:// 


They don't suck: Suck- 
ers, a local band with a 
funny, Jonathan Rich- 
man thing going on, 
will perform at Coco 
66 in Greenpoint on Find more Brooklyn Nightlife options a. 
Friday, March 6. BrooklynPaper.com/Nightlife 


LACE": 3 pr 
day, Feb. 28. 

MUSIC, FIRST SATURDAY: H 




Heights, (718) 638-5000], www. 
MUSIC, "GIANNI SCHICCHI": Regi 


($15 se 




. ...I [65th Street at 12th Avenue in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 232-3555]. 

THEATER, "THE CHERRY ORCHARD": 
7:30 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 28. 

BATSHEVA DANCE COMPANY: 7:30 
pm. See Wednesday, March 4. 

DANCE, FIRST WEEKENDS: 8 pm. See 

MUSIC, HOLLY NEAR: With Emma's 
Revolution. $30. 8 pm. First Unitar- 
ian Church [Pierrepont Street at 
Monroe Place in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 288-5994]. 

JAZZ: Connection Works Ensemble 
and the Wycliffe Gordon Quartet. 
$15 ($10 students). 8 pm. Belarusian 


MALE CHOIR OF ST. PETERSBURG: 


Free.^f^^Ml^ynPubiicijbrary's 
Central branch [Grand Army Plaza at 


LAVA DANCE: 7 pm. See Saturday, 

Feb. 28. 

THEATER, "THE CHERRY ORCHARD": 

7:30 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 28. 

SALES AND MARKETS 

WINTER ANTIQUES MARKET: See 

Saturday, Feb. 28. 

FLEA MARKET: Free. 9 am-3 pm. St. 
Finbar Center [138 Bay 20th St. at 
Bath Avenue in Bensonhurst, (718) 
236-3312]. 

OTHER 

SILENT FILM, "THE EXTRA GIRL": 

Oderman. FreeTfo ’^Brook-^ 

[Grand Army Plaza at Eastern Park- 
way in Park Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 
FILM, "DILLINGER IS DEAD": 6:50 pm, 
9:15 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 28. 
READING, I LANA STANGER-ROSS: 
Authors of "Sima's Undergarments 

Book^nls’ColITmbiaSta/ 66 * 

Kane Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 643-8484], www. 


ROBOT PERFORMANCE ART: Adrianne 
Wortzel's "A Re-enactment of the 

reconfigured robotic toys performing 
military maneuvers. $7. 7:30 pm. Light 
Industry at Industry City [220 36th St. 
between Second and Third avenues, 
fifth floor i, Sunset Park, (718) 260 
5979], www.lightindustry.org. 
THEATER, "MABOU MINES DOLL- 
HOUSE": 8 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 28. 


MODERN MOVE-IN CONDITION, PREWIRED OFFICE SPACE IN DUMBO 


Affordable $20 - $25 psf rents. 

Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants 


Space Available 

Caroline Pardo 718.222.2505 
Two Trees www.twotreesny.com 


21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY 
13’ CEILINGS 
PLENTIFUL PARKING 
SOME WITH WATER VIEWS 
6’ WINDOWS 

GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 


PREBUILT SPACES AVAILABLE 


DUMBO-come see what they s< 


newfound ubiquity. $10. 7 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av- 
enue in Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 


CHRONIC FATIGUE SUPPORT 
GROUP: 1 pm. New York Method- 
ist Hospital [506 Sixth St. between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 780-5367]. 

FILM, "DILLINGER IS DEAD": 4:30, 
z r '' — — n. See Saturday, 


ment. Free. 7:30 pm. St. Francis 
Xavier Church [225 Sixth Ave. at 
Carroll Street in Park Slope, (718) 


FILM, "ALL OF US": Documentary 

7 pm. Brooklyn Public Library's 
Central branch [Grand Army Plaza at 
Eastern Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

READING, RICHARD PRICE: Author of 
"Lush Life." Free. 7 pm. BookCourt 
[163 Court St. between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875-3677], www.bookcourt.org. 

SHAKESPEARE'S "THE WINTER'S 
TALE": 7:30 pm. See Saturday, 

Feb. 28. 

BATSHEVA DANCE COMPANY: Cho- 
reographer Ohad Naharin's "Max." 
$20-$55. 7:30 pm. Brooklyn Acad- 
emy of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. near 
St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, "MABOU MINES DOLL- 
HOUSE": 8 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 28. 


raphy sh 

Gallery [111 Front St. at Washington 
Street, Suite 214 in DUMBO, (718) 
782-5920], www.safetgallery.com. 
ART OPENING: Photographer Eddie 

Umbrage Gallwyfill Front ITat 
Washington Street, Suite 208 in 
DUMBO, (212) 796-2707], www. 
umbragegallery.com. 

ANN RABSON SINGS THE BLUES: 


Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Public Library's 
Central branch [Grand Army Plaza at 
Eastern Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

LATINOS IN LITERATURE: Joe Conzo, 
Kim Osorio, Linda Nieves-Powell, Ivan 
Sanchez, Daniel Serrano and DJ Disco 
Wiz speak with John Garcia. Free. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 Main St 
at Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 666- 

TALK, PHILIP GOUREVITCH: Editor 
speaks about "The Paris Review 

BookCourt [163 Court St. between 
Pacific and Dean streets in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 875-3677], www.bookcourt.org. 

SHAKESPEARE'S "THE WINTER'S 
TALE": 7:30 pm. See Saturday, 

Feb. 28. 

BATSHEVA DANCE COMPANY: 7:30 
pm. See Wednesday, March 4. 

THEATER, "MABOU MINES DOLL- 
HOUSE": 8 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 28. 


songs and works by Tchaikovsky, 
Glinka and Dargomigsky. $30-$75. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Cenl 


Performing Arts at Brooklyn College 


JAZZ: Harris Eisenstadt's Woodblock 
Prints and the Nate Wooley Trio. $10 
(suggested). 9 pm and 10 pm. Ibeam 
Music Studio [168 Seventh St. be- 


Feb. 21 

BATSHEVA DANCE COMPANY: 7:30 
pm. See Wednesday, March 4. 
THEATER, "MABOU MINES DOLL- 
HOUSE": 8 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 28. 
THEATER, "ARSENIC AND OLD 
LACE": 8 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 28. 
DANCE, FIRST WEEKENDS: Work by 
Abigail Browde, Devynn Emoij anc * 

Arts Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-0018], www.bax.org. 


OTHER 

OPEN STUDIOS: Free. Noon-8 pm. 
Smack Mellon [92 Plymouth St. at 
Washington Street in DUMBO, (718) 
834-8761], www.smackmellon.org. 

RAISING BILINGUAL CHILDREN: 

"Raising a Bilingual Child" speaks, 
followed by Q&A session and refresh- 
ments. $10. 4 pm. Christ Church 
Cobble Hill [326 Clinton St. at Kane 
Street in Cobble Hill, (917) 609-9899], 
languagekids.eventbrite.com. 
DINNER DANCE: C 


100 years at its prese 
Cocktail hour follow< 


H by dinr 


jin Mary [55 Cranberry St. I 
Hicks and Henry streets in I 
Heights, (718) 625-1161]. 


PERFORMANCE 

THEATER, "THE CHERRY ORCHARD": 
2 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 28. 

MUSIC, "GIANNI SCHICCHI": 3 pm. 

See Saturday, March 7. 

THEATER, "MABOU MINES DOLL- 
HOUSE": 4 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 28. 


SHAKESPEARE'S "THE WINTER'S 


LIST YOUR EVENT.. 


Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 55 We 


ihington St., Suite 624, Brooklyn) NY 11201. 



Fill 

at B’NAI AVRAHAM 

117 Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights 




MONDAY, MARCH 9, 7:30pm 

Megillah Reading • Kids Magic Show • Light Refreshments 


TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 5:30pm 

PURlMpALOOZA! 

Party! Festive Meal! Martini Bar! 
Stand-Up Comedy! Music by Eden Band! 

Separate Children's Program • Megillah Reading at 4:45pm 

Adults: $36 • Children (3-12): $10 


For more information, or a reservation, call 

(718) 596-4840 

Rabbi Aaron Raskin • www.BnaiAvraham.com 


ALL NEW! 


Introducing 


Wines of 
the Week 

CHOOSE THREE 

— SAVE 10% 

CHOOSE SIX 

— SAVE 15% 

Wines change weekly, 
so stop in early and often! 


211 Fifth Avenue 

(between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

Open Mon-Sat: lOam-lOpm, 

Sun: 12pm-8pm 

*Discounts apply to "Wines of the Week" selections only 










Ratner wins a big Yards case 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Atlantic Yards devel- 
oper Bruce Ratner scored a 
big win in court this week, 
as one of the state’s highest 
courts brushed aside oppo- 
nents’ claim that the mega- 
project should be scrapped 
because its environmental 
review was a “sham.” 

In a unanimous ruling 
handed down on Thursday, the 
Appellate Division affirmed a 
similar verdict made last Janu- 
ary in state Supreme Court. 

“The 3,500-page final [en- 
vironmental impact state- 
ment] impressively detailed 
analyses of the project’s antic- 
ipated environmental impacts 
in 16 separately identified ar- 
eas,” read the four-justice pan- 
el’s decision. 

The ruling also backed the 
lower court’s reticence to in- 
terfere with legislative author- 
ity on issues of land use. 

“It is by now a familiar re- 
frain that [courts] may not dis- 
turb an agency determination 
as substantively flawed un- 
less it is affected by an error 
of law, arbitrary and capri- 
cious, or constitutes an abuse 
of discretion. 

“Courts ... are bound to 
defer to the public purpose 
findings of the legislature 
and its agencies,” the jus- 
tices ruled. 

The courts’ long-stated re- 
luctance to examine the Em- 
pire State Development Cor- 
poration’s decision-making 
process extended to oppo- 
nents’ other main argument 
that the ESDC had wrongly 
concluded that blocks sur- 
rounding the rail yard at 
the heart of the project were 
blighted. 

Real-estate values in those 
areas were actually soaring at 
the time the project was un- 
veiled and hyped as a way of 
eliminating blight. 

“There is no dispute that 
this previously designated 
area is, in fact blighted,” the 
ruling stated. 

Jeff Baker, a lawyer for 
a 26-plantiff group that in- 
cludes Develop Don’t De- 
stroy Brooklyn, the Sierra 
Club, many block associa- 
tions, the New York Public 
Interest Research Group and 
the Zen Environmental Stud- 
ies Institute, said he would 
appeal to the state’s highest 
court, the Court of Appeals, 
to examine the ESDC’s blight 
finding. 

“This ruling basically said, 
‘If you have any reason to 
back up your blight determi- 
nation, that’s good enough,”’ 
Baker said. “But that’s not 
true. Yes, courts have ruled 
that they must defer to ESDC 
on whether the project serves 
a valid public purpose, but 
courts do not have to show 
deference to the underlying 
factual determination that 
there is blight.” 

Baker praised a concur- 
ring decision in the case writ- 
ten by James Catterson, who 
wrote that state law is “ulti- 
mately being used as a tool 


Religious 

Services 


PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 



Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

A House for Prayer / A Home for People 
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Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

1 1 7°Remsen St. • 59M840 
RabU Aaron L. Raskin 

Candle (%. 
Lighting 

Shabbat Terumah 

Fri., Feb. 27, before 5:26 pm 


Shabbat Tetzaveh 

Fri., Mar. 6, before 5:34 pm 



of the developer to displace 
and destroy neighborhoods 
that are ‘underutilized.’ 
“There is sufficient evi- 
dence of ‘blight,’ Catterson 
wrote, “[but] I reject the ma- 


jority’s core reasoning, that 
a perfunctory ‘blight study’ 
performed years after the 
conception of a vast devel- 
opment project should serve 
as the rational basis for a de- 


termination that a neighbor- 
hood is indeed blighted.” 
Baker saw an opening. 

“I think the Court of Appeals 
will be willing to consider rul- 
ing that the courts do not need 


to be a rubber stamp on blight 
rulings,” he said. “Courts can 
examine the facts and not just 
defer to the state agency’s un- 
founded analysis.” 

Ratner disagreed. 


“Today’s decision speaks 
comprehensively about the 
review and approval steps 
followed for this project and 
unanimously validates the pro- 
cess,” he said in a statement. 


Lawsuit asks Bruce: How much 
profit will you make on Yards? 


efit?” Spolzino asked. 

Webb responded that 
there is no requirement for 
the agency to know how much 
the private entity would ben- 
efit. He added that the public 
benefits of the project — a 
basketball arena, 2,250 units 
of taxpayer-subsidized below- 
market-rate housing, open 
space and the elimination 
of “blight” — were so ap- 
parent that they did not need 
to be balanced against Rat- 
ner’s expected profits. 

After the 30-minute hear- 
ing, Brinckerhoff said he was 
pleased that Spolzino homed 
in on the public versus pri- 
vate benefit question. 

“The ESDC never quanti- 
fied in any way what Ratner’s 
private benefit is, so there’s 
no way for the public to com- 
pare the private benefit and 
the public benefit,” he said. 


The plaintiffs’ case also 
hinges on the state Constitu- 
tion. In Monday’s arguments, 
Brinckerhoff reiteratedhis con- 
tention that Article 18, section 
6 requires that the occupancy 
projects thatreceive state funds 
“shall be restricted to persons 
of low income.” 

In Ratner’s case, hundreds 
of millions of direct state and 
city infrastucture funds.plus 
hundreds of millions of in- 
direct tax subsidies, are be- 
ing doled out by the public. 

ESDC lawyer Philip 
Karmel retorted that “if Sec- 
tion 6 applies to any project 
with a housing component, 
then the state would be able 
to address blighted conditions 
only with low-income hous- 
ing.” 

As such, he called an arena 
“perfectly reasonable” for 
state funding. 



A lawsuit against the At- 
lantic Yards mega-project 
now hinges on whether the 
state agency that approved 
the project can back up its 
claim that the development is 
a benefit to the public even if 
the agency never actually de- 
termined the profit that pri- 
vate developer Bruce Ratner 
is expected to reap. 

In Monday’s oral argu- 
ments in a case brought by 
nine residential and commer- 
cial owners and tenants who 
are facing forced eviction to 
make room for Ratner’s 22- 
acre project, plaintiff’s law- 
yer Matthew Brinckerhoff re- 
peatedly argued that the state 


never examined whether Rat- dential development is merely 
ner’s profit was so large that “incidental.” 
the promised public benefit of Justice Robert Spolzino 

thebasketball.officeandresi- of the Appellate Division 


appeared sympa- 
thetic to Brinck- 
erhoff’s argument, 
asking ESDC law- 
yers several times 
to explain how the 
agency determined 
that the project has 
an “overwhelming” 
public benefit if the 
ESDC had not mea- 
sured the private 
benefit to Ratner. 

At one point, he 
interrupted ESDC 
lawyer Charles 
Webb, who was 
trying to make the 
state’s central argu- 
ment, namely that 
the plaintiff’s filed 
their case late. 
“Sorry, but can you address 
[plaintiff’s] point that ESDC 
never articulated abalancing 
of private versus public ben- 


He also claimed to be 
“ready and eager to break 
ground,” though the devel- 
oper has stated that the cur- 
rent economic downturn made 
him unable to build now. 

Ratner’s costs have skyrock- 
eted since the project was an- 
nounced in 2003 and he has 
taken most of the development 
off the table, leaving only a 
b; ketball arena and two res- 
idential buildings as the first 
phase of a project that once 
called for 16 skyscrapers. 

Opponents have called for 
the project to be re-examined 
in light of an economic down- 
turn that decreases its likeli- 
hood of completion. The court 
ruling, in fact, suggested that 
policy makers might want to 
do just that. 


“[The plaintiffs’] argu- 
ments [represent] legitimate 
concerns as to the effect of 
a project of such scale,” the 
court ruled. “This multi-bil- 
lion dollarproject remains . . . 
a matter of social and politi- 
cal volition, [so] the control- 
ling judgments as to its merits 
are the province of the pol- 
icy-making branches of gov- 
ernment.” 

Thursday’sruling leaves one 
major case pending. On Mon- 
day, the Appellate Division’s 
SecondDepartment heard oral 
arguments in a case that chal- 
lenges the state’s use of its con- 
demnation power to clear land 
andhand itoverto Ratner. That 
ruling is expected this spring. 


YOGA IN BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


Mew Student 
Special! 

3 Classes 
f °r $ 33 

(Exp. 2/1 7/09) 



yoga people 

160 Montague Street 
www.yoga-people.com 718-522-9642 


DON’T LET TRANSIT 
TAKE THE PLUNGE 



TAKE ACTION AT: 

KEEP 

NEWYORK 

MOVNG 

.ORG 


STRAPHANGERS ARE FACING HUGE SERVICE CUTS 
AND FARE HIKES. THE SYSTEM KEEPS OUR 

ECONOMY MOVING AND UNCLOGS OUR STREETS. 
TELL ALBANY WE NEED EVERYONE WHO BENEFITS 
FROM TRANSIT-RIDERS, BUSINESSES 
AND DRIVERS-TO CHIP IN TO 
KEEP NEWYORK MOVING. 


CITIZENS 
COMMITTEE 
FOR NEW 
YORK CITY 



Notice of Formation of BUKHARA MEDIA LLC. 
Arts, of Org. filed with Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/11/08. Office location: Kings 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 86 Prospect Park 
W., Apt. 3R, Brooklyn, NY 11215. Purpose: any 
lawful activity. BP4 . 9 










Real Estate • Merchandise • Employment 
Religious Services • Family • Public Notices 
Home Improvement • Professional Services 


The Brooklyn Classifieds 


February 28, 2009 
Call (718) 834-9350 ext. 109 
BrooklynPaper.com/Classifieds 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 


• Expediting Approvals & Permits 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (71 8) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.c''"' 


MECHANICAL 



INSULATION :| 

Baby, it's cold 

INSIDE! 

Ai,a 

/ 

IF YOUR HOUSE: 


• Feels drafty 

• Has varying room temperatures 

• Costs too much to heat or cool 


please call us today for a 
Home Energy Assessment. 

Air Seal Insulation Systems 
Foam Insulation Specialists 
718.821.6800 • www.airsealis. 
Call today for your free brochure! 

.com 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING S AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWm.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate 13 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#20U 



Visit Your KOHLER, 
Registered Showroom 

SOLCO PLUMBING SUPPLY 
1525 70th Street Brooklyn, NY, 11228 
718-259-8010 | www.solco.com 




REAL ESTATE 



ROSEBANK, S.l. 

100'xl 28' lot 
up to 9 units possible 
$1.2 Million 
By Owner 

(646) 251-2781 


Bar/Restaurant for Rent 


Brick Real Estate 
347-645-1333 
www.brickbrooklyn.com 


OFFICE SPACE IN 
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 

1,500-2,000 sq. ft. 


ADSWORKI 




Island Shores is a place you can call 
home at a price you can afford. 

At Island Shores, you will enjoy 
fully furnished studios and suites 
with daily housekeeping, cable 
television, three gourmet meals, 
a complete library of books 
and periodicals, a healthy 
living exercise center, a 
mini-theatre with daily 
shows, computers 
with Internet access, 
plus planned trips, 
walking tours, and 


Starting at $70 a Day 

Call today for a tour! 

till Father Capodanno Blvd. 

Staten Island, New York 10306 
(718) 667-0666 • www.islandshores.org 

•All services, amenities, and utilities included - 
no additional fees . 



AGENTS AND BROKERS 




Corcoran’s 2006 Brooklyn 
Rookie of the Year 


during the whole process . " — anaron & ften 

Philip Henn, Senior Associate Broker 
124 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 
phone: 718-923-8013, cell: 917-602-8416 



BROOKLYN’S OLDEST 
CO-OPERATIVE 




, v -OW-0 V ' 


_ BROOKLYN! SEsd 

^ ^ 

► 5 Spacious Fireproof Buildings 
► Upgraded Studios, 1, 2, & 3 BR Apartments Available 
► Only 4 Apartments on Each Floor; All Corners 
► Self Service Elevators & Laundry Facilities in Each Building 
► Large Walk-in Closets 
► Wide Area for Trees & Playgrounds 
► Close to Schools, Shopping, & Businesses 

► A MUST SEE! 


KINGSVIEW HOMES INC 

phone: 71R.875.9225 fax: 718.875.5144 

www.Kingsviewlnc.com 


NEW JERSEY - MAPLEWOOD 


Move to a Suburb 

even a New Yorker can love ' ' 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 
www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 
for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by the Community Coalition. 



rcrffiji 

3-4 bedrooms 2 1/2 baths, 
garage, brand new 
starting in the $150,000’s 

Surrounded by the Susquehanna River and 
Blue Ridge Mountain Range, fishing, boating, 
hunting, and golfing, great hospitals, schools, 

, Near Hershey • Harrisburg • Gettysburg 
1 WILL COME TO YOO! 

Call Today & See How Quick Your 
Dreams Come True 


Bruce Casher - Licensed Realtor 

Keller Williams of Central PA 

717.418.2719 
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Heart Attack 
Heart Failure 
Pneumonia 


According to a Medicare study, Maimonides is the only 
hospital in the nation to perform better than 
the national rate in these three areas of patient care. 


Hospitalcompare.com is a U.S. government website that helps the public review the quality of care in hospitals. 

t According to their 2008 study of the nearly 5,000 hospitals in the United States, only nine hospitals performed better than the national rate 
. in treating heart attacks; 41 in treating heart failure; and 41 in treating pneumonia. 

• X Only one hospital was listed in this top rating for all three categories: Maimonides Medical Center. 



Maimonides 

Medical Center 
Passionate about medicine. 
Compassionate about people. 


Maimonides.The Brooklyn hospital 
with the national reputation. 


For more information, visit www.maimonidesmed.org or call (888) MMC-DOCS. 




